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NATIONAL

E-tourist visa to Chinese nationals
• Union Government has announced to roll out e-tourist visa

facility to Chinese nationals from July 30, 2015.
• The  nationals  of  Hong  Kong  and  Macao  will  be  also

provided this facility.
• The decision was made after frequent issuance of stapled

visa by Chinese to Indian citizens from Arunachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir.

• Union Government had launched this scheme as 'tourist
visa on arrival (VoA) in November 2014 for more than 40
countries.

• Under this scheme, an applicant receives an email
authorising him/her to travel to India after it is approved.
On arrival, the visitor has to present the authorisation to
the immigration authorities who will in turn allow them to
enter into the country.

Former President of India A.P.J. Abdul Kalam passed away
• Former President of India A.P.J. Abdul Kalam passed away

due to massive cardiac arrest in Shillong, Meghalaya.
• Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen (A.P.J) Abdul Kalam was born on

15 October 1931 in Rameswaram, Ramanathapuram District
of Tamil Nadu.

• He had joined Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) in 1960, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) in 1969.

• Under his leadership Rohini satellite was place into the orbit
in 1980.

• He was appointed Chairman of Integrated Guided Missile
Development Program (IGMDP) in 1980, CSA to Prime
Minister and Secretary of DRDO in 1992.

• He was Chief Project Coordinator of Pokhran II Nuclear
Test conducted on 11 May 1998.

• He was the 11th President of India and was in office from
2002 to 2007.

• He was conferred with Bharat Ratna (1997), Padma
Vibhushan (1990), Padma Bhushan (1981).

• His famous books are India 2020: A Vision for the New
Millennium (1998), Wings of Fire: An Autobiography by A
P J Abdul Kalam (1999), Ignited Minds: Unleashing the
Power Within India (2002), The Luminous Sparks (2004),
Mission India (2005), Reignited: Scientific Pathways to a
Brighter Future (2015) etc.
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Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana
• Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DUGJY) has been

launched in Patna, Bihar.
• It aims to provide 24×7 uninterrupted electricity supply to

each rural household across the country by 2022.
• This scheme replaces Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran

Yojana (RGGVY).
• It seeks to strengthen the distribution and sub-transmission

infrastructure including metering at all levels in rural areas.
•  For implementation of the projects 76,000 crore rupees will

be sanctioned. Union Government will provide grant of
63,000 crore rupees.

President nominates 2 Anglo-Indians to Lok Sabha
• Under the Article 331 of Indian Constitution of India

President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed 2 Anglo-Indians
Professor Richard Hay and George Bakerto Lok Sabha.

• Professor Richard Hay belongs to Kerala. Who teaches
economics in India and abroad.

• George Baker belongs to West Bengal and is actor by
profession.His notable film was 'Chameli Memsaab' which
had won national film award in 1975.

• Article 366(2) of the Indian Constitution defines Anglo-
Indian as a person who is domiciled within the territory of
India, whose father or any of his other male progenitors are
in the male line are of European descent.

Surakshit Khadya Abhiyan
• Union Government has launched a national

campaignSurakshit Khadya Abhiyan to build a culture of
food safety in the country.

• It will ensure the safe food to consumers apart from
providing them Food security in order to address the food
requirements.

• It is initiated under the brand name of 'Jago Grahak Jago'.
• It is planned by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) along

with Consumer Organization Voice and National Association
of Street Vendors of India (NASVI).

• It will include hygiene & sanitation for safe food in the
country.
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Union Agriculture Ministry launches PGS-India, Soil Health
Card and FQCS Web Portals
• These portals seek to make the process of fertiliser's quality

checking, organic farming certification and issuance of soil
health cards more transparent and accountable.

• Soil Health Card (SHC) portal will provide crop wise fertiliser
recommendations to farmers.

• Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) is a web based
platform to simplify the process of certifying organic
products in accordance with the standards laid down for
organic products for export purpose.

• Fertiliser Quality Control System portal is a platform for
processing of sample collection, testing and generation of
analysis reports.

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)
• It is a trade transport network that includes strategic rail,

road, and water transport connecting India with Central
Asian and Eurasian Countries.

• It will connect Mumbai (India) via Chabahar and Bandar
Abbas ports of Iran with Baku (Azerbaijan) to Moscow
(Russia) and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe
via the Caspian Sea.

• It will help in facilitating India's economic integration with
Eurasian economies.

• It will be a shorter route to transport goods to Eurasian and
Central Asian regions.

• It could also give India economic and strategic relevance to
tackle regional ambitions of China through its One Belt,
One Road Initiative.

PACESetter Fund
• India and United States (US) have signed a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) to establish the PACESetter Fund
in New Delhi.

• US-India PACE is a flagship initiative on clean energy that
combines the resources of several US agencies and different
Ministries of India.

• It  was  established with  a  corpus  fund of  about  50  crore
rupees in which both countries will share equally.

• There will be a steering Committee which comprises of the
Secretary of the MNRE(Union Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy) and US Ambassador to India and 3
representatives from each side who will oversee the fund
management.

• It aims to Promote Energy Access through Clean Energy
(PEACE) track of the US-India Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy (PACE).

India accorded full membership of SCO
• India has been accorded full membership of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) at Ufa summit held in
Russia.

• India will become the member of SCO by 2016.

• SCO is a Eurasian economic, political and military
organization headquartered in Beijing, China.

• The membership will help India to enhance connectivity
among member countries and to combat terror and create
an environment for boosting trade by easing barriers.

• SCOs has 6 member countries viz. China, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan in which
Afghanistan, Belarus and Iran have observer status.

India, US ink inter-governmental agreement to implement
FATCA
• India and United States have signed an agreement to

implement the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act
(FATCA).

• The agreement will promote transparency on tax matters
between the two countries

• It is obligatory on signatories to exchange a wide range of
financial information among themselves automatically and
periodically.

• Under the provisions of FATCA, it is mandatory for all
financial institutions outside of the US to periodically
transmit information on financial accounts held by US
citizens to its US Internal Revenue Service otherwise they
will face a 30 percent withholding tax on payments made
from the US.

Union Government decides to develop villages within 10 km of
IB on priority
• Union Government has decided to develop all villages

located within 10 kilometres vicinity of the international
border on a priority basis.

• These villages will be developed under the Border Area
Development Programme (BADP) .

• Its Objective is to  meet special developmental needs and
well-being of the people living in remote and inaccessible
areas situated near the IB.

• For this purpose, states will be provided a 100 per cent non-
lapsable special central assistance.

• It will include schemes such as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Promotion of sports activities in border areas.

MGNREGA world's largest public works programme: World
Bank Report
• According to World Bank, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

Employment Gurantee Act (MGNREGA) is the world's
largest public works programme which provides social
security to 182 million beneficiaries.

• It was revealed in recently released World Bank Group's
report titled 'The State of Social Safety Nets 2015'.

• Mid-day meal scheme has been classified as biggest school
feeding programme.

• Janani Suraksha Yojna is top-most social security
programme with conditional cash transfers.

• Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (under
Ministry of Rural Development) is the second-largest
unconditional cash transfer social security progamme in
the world.
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Union Cabinet gives nod to Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana (PMKSY)
• PMKSY is central scheme that aims at providing irrigation

facilities to every village in the country
• It ensures access to some means of protective irrigation to

all agricultural farms in the country in order to produce 'per
drop more crop' to bring desired rural prosperity.

• Nodal agency for implementation of PMKSY projects will
be state agriculture department.

• Inter-ministerial National Steering Committee (NSC) will
review these projects periodically..

• Budgetary allocation for fiscal year 2015-16 is INR1,000
crore.

• Centre- States will share 75: 25 per cent. In case of north-
eastern region and hilly states the share will be 90:10

Union Cabinet gives nod for setting up of Online National
Agriculture Market
• Union Cabinet has approved setting up of an Online National

Agriculture Market ,for this purpose an online platform will
be set up.

• On this platform, farmers will be able to sell and buy
vegetables, fruits and other produce from across the
country.

• Union government will also establish an agency to oversee
online trading.

• It will also focus on creating godowns and facilitate
transportation of the farm produce after the online trade.

• This platform will also give choice to farmers to sell the farm
produce both in traditional mandis or online platform

Literacy rate 71% in rural areas, 86% in urban areas: NSSO
survey
• According to  NSSO's 71st Round of survey on Social

Consumption: Education, literacy rate in the rural areas is
71 per cent and 86 per cent in the urban areas in year 2014.

• Male literacy rate is 83 percent; female literacy rate is 67 per
cent.

• The 71st Round of survey had covered entire country with
samples taken from 29,447 households in urban areas and
36,479 households in rural areas.

Shyamaprasad Mukherjee Jan Van Vikas Scheme
• Maharashtra Cabinet has approved Shyamaprasad

Mukherjee Jan Van Vikas Scheme for development of
villages around tiger reserves.

• The scheme will be launched on project basis from 2015-16
to 2019-2020.

• It aims to achieve sustainable development of these villages
and reduce the man-animal conflict and Comprehensive
development of villages in and around the buffer zones of
tiger reserves.

• The scheme will reduce the dependence of villagers on the
forest.

• There are 6 Tiger Reserves located in Maharashtra which
are Melghat, Tadoba, Pench, Sahyadri, Nawegaon-Nagzira
and Bor. They are all located in Vidarbha region of state.

India's first Defence Industrial ParkinKerala
• India's first defence industrial park will be set up at

Ottappalam in Kerala.
• The park will be established as part of Make in India

programme and state government's Make in Kerala project.
• The cause for selection of this site is connectivity,

dedicated power and water supply and infrastructure.
• It will provide platform for export of products related to

defence from small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMSEs).
• The park will have modern common infrastructure facilities

aimed at favourable environment to component
manufacturers of the defence industry.

Mhara Gaon, Jagmag Gaon' scheme
• Haryana Government launched 'Mhara Gaon, Jagmag Gaon'

scheme to provide 24 hour uninterrupted power supply for
rural domestic consumers.

• The scheme was launched by Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar from Dyalpur village of Kurukshetra district.

• The scheme will be implemented in phases. In the first phase
83 feeders have been identified covering 310 villages.

INTERNATIONAL

Google Loon project
• Government of Sri Lanka signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with Google to launch the Google
Loon project in the country.

• Google will place 13 high-altitude balloons over the island
nation to provide affordable high-speed 3G (3rd Generation)
internet services to the entire country.

• This project will make Sri Lanka the first country in the
world to have Internet access covering the whole country
with the government support.

• It is Google's ambitious research and development project
with the mission of providing Internet access to rural and
remote areas.

• Under this project, Google will install high altitude 'floating
telecom tower' balloons in the sky which will provide full
broadband internet coverage.

Inaugural Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize
• Jorge Sampaio and Helena Ndume have been conferred with

inaugural Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize.
• Jorge Sampaio was conferred with this award for his

contribution and struggle for the restoration of democracy
in Portugal.

• He is the former president of Portugal held office from 1996
to 2006.

• Helena Ndume is a female ophthalmologist from Namibia.She
made her contribution in treating eye-related illnesses and
blindness of people in Namibia and throughout the
developing world.

• Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize established in June 2014
by the UN General Assembly (UNGA) to pay homage to
former South African President Nelson Mandela.
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UNESCO names Conakry as World Book Capital for 2017
• United Nations Organization for Education, Science and

Culture (UNESCO) has named Conakry (Capital of the
Republic of Guinea) as the World Book Capital for year
2017.

• Conakry is the 17th city in the world to be designated as
World Book Capital.

• World Book Capital seeks to promote books and reading
and the dedication of all players in the book industry.

• The designation runs for 1 year starting from UNESCO's
World Book and Copyright Day (April 23) till April 22 of the
following year.

• Madrid(Spain) was the first city to be recognised as World
Book Capital in 2001.

• New Delhi,India was recognised as World Book Capital in
2003.

United Nations Security Council adopts resolution endorsing
Iran nuclear deal

• The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) unanimously
adopted a resolution for endorsing the deal on Iran's nuclear
program.

• It was supported by all 15 representatives of countries on
the Security Council opened path to lift nuclear-related
economic sanctions on Iran.

• UNSC's passed resolution marks the endorsement of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) which had
find out the final historic diplomatic solution for Iranian
nuclear issue in Vienna, Austria on 14 July 2015.

" JCPOA was culmination of diplomatic efforts of so-called
E3+3 or P 5+ 1 nations (China, Russia, United Kingdom,
France, Germany and United States and Iran on the other
side).

• Iran has reaffirmed that under no circumstances it will ever
seek, develop or acquire any nuclear weapons in future.

EU approves 7 Billion Euro Short-Term Loan to Greece
• European Union (EU) has approved a short-term loan of

7.16 billion Euros to Greece.
• This loan will allow Greece to pay its debt to European

Central Bank (ECB) and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF).

• The loan will be given through the European Financial
Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM) which is a rescue fund
set up during the first time bailout of Greece in 2010.

• This loan fund will be officially for three months until 20
August 2015.

China sets up world's largest Cancer Registry System
• China has set up the world's largest cancer registry system

to fight the cancer diseases.
• The registry records complete summary of cancer patient

history including diagnosis, treatment and status of every
cancer patient.

• It seeks to cover over 300 million people of China and expand
to 40 per cent of the nation's population of 1.36 billion by
2020.

US approves major Non-NATO Ally status to Tunisia
• Tunisia has been approvedNon-NATO Ally (MNNA) by

the U.S.
• Tunisia became the 16th country to become a MNNA of

US.
• The U.S gave the status after Beji Caid Essebsi became the

first democratically elected President in 60-year history of
Tunisia.

• With this status, both countries will enhance military
cooperation between them.

• Tunisia was the birthplace of Arab Spring (Jasmine
revolution) revolts across the Middle East in 2011.

• It will also help Tunisia to counter the rising threat of jihadist
groups especially ISIS in the region.

India, Kazakhstan launch first drilling at Satpayev oil block of
OVL
• India's ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) and Kazakhstan

company KazMunaiGaz launched the first exploratory
drilling at Satpayev oil block .

• Satpayev oil block is located in the Northern Caspian Sea.
• OVL had acquired 25 per cent stake in this block.
• The hydrocarbons from this region can be brought first to

Iran via the Caspian Sea and transported to India through a
pipeline or ships.

• The proposed Iran-Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan railway link
will also play important role in transportation of these
hydrocarbon resources to India.

Iran, P5+1 extend interim nuclear deal for more talks
• Iran and P5+1 nations ( Britain, China, France, Germany,

Russia and United States) have agreed to extend an interim
nuclear agreement until July 7, 2015

• This decision was taken in the Vienna, Austria after the
deadline expired on 30 June 2015.

• P5+1 and Iran are negotiating to curb Iran's nuclear
programme in exchange for limited sanctions relief.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

Kazakhstan became 162th member of WTO
• Kazakhstan became 162th member of World Trade

Organization (WTO).
• The path of Kazakhstan to become WTO member was

difficult because it is also a member of two economic blocks,
the Eurasian Economic Union and Customs Union led by
Russia.

• Kazakhstan currently trades with 185 countries and after
being the WTO member its trade will spread on much larger
canvas.

• Kazakhstan's trade is mainly directed toward European
Union that accounts share of more than 54 per cent in its
foreign trade.

• Being the WTO member Kazakhstan economy will become
stronger and more liberal
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BEL bags Dun Bradstreet's India's Top PSUs Awards 2015
• Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) became the front runner in the

Dun & Bradstreet's 'India's Top PSUs Awards 2015 in the
category of electrical and electronic equipment sector.

• This  award  sponsored  by  The Dun & Bradstreet  an  US
public company to acknowledge the critical role played by
the PSUs in the development of the Indian economy.

• BEL was declared winner in electrical and electronic
equipment category for providing electrical equipment and
electronic services to the Indian Defence Services.

• It has provided night vision, critical communication
systems, and electronic warfare and radar systems to the
Indian Defence services for last 60 years.

IRDAI sets up 3 committees to review regulations in insurance
• The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of

India (IRDAI) have constituted three committees for review
of regulations in insurance sector.

• These three committees are formulated to regulate Insurance
sector in areas of life insurance, general insurance and re-
insurance

• These three committees areThe life insurance committee,The
general insurance committee and Reinsurance committee.

• These committees mandatorily have to submit report within
one month to the Member-Actuary of IRDAI.

• The Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill 2015 passed in
March, paved the way for major reform related amendments
in the Insurance Laws.

7 Indian companies among World's 500 largest companies:
Fortune Magazine
• Seven Indian companies has been ranked in 2015 Fortune

500 Global Companies list compiled by Fortune Magazine.
• The seven companies are Indian Oil(119th), Reliance

Industries(158th), Tata Motors(254th), State Bank of India
(SBI)( 260th), Bharat Petroleum(280th ),Hindustan
Petroleum(327th), Oil and Natural Gas( 449th).

• Top 5 companies are Wal-Mart (1st) of US, Sinopec Group
(2nd) of China, Royal Dutch Shell (3rd) of Netherlands, China
National Petroleum (4th) and Exxon Mobil (5th) of US.

• It is an annual ranking of the world's wealthiest companies,
compiled and published by the American business magazine
Fortune and published globally by Time Inc.

• In this list, companies are ranked by total revenues for their
respective fiscal year which has ended on or before March
31, 2015.

BRICS bank starts its operations from Shanghai, China
• The New Development Bank (NDB) formally started its

operations from its headquarters in Shanghai, China.
• Agreement for establishing NDB was signed during the 6th

BRICS Summit being held in Fortaleza, Brazil in April, 2014.
• It was formally launched at the 7th BRICS summit held in

Ufa, Russia in July 2015.

• Its purpose is to fund infrastructure projects in the emerging
economies.

• It will have initial capital of US 50 billion dollars
• Eminent banker Kundapur Vaman Kamath from India is

President of Bank for the first five years i.e. till 2020.
Deepak Mohanty Committee
• Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a committee to

prepare a 5 year action plan to spread the reach of financial
services across country to unbanked population.

• The committee comprises of  total of 14 members
• It will review the existing policy of financial inclusion,

including customer protection framework and supportive
payment system.

• Its objective is to Work out a medium-term or five-year
measurable action plan for financial inclusion.

• It willsuggest a monitorable medium-term action plan for
financial inclusion. It will cover various components
including payments, credit, deposit, social security
transfers, pension and insurance.

• For promoting financial inclusion, Union government had
launched Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan initiative (PMJDY) in
August 2014.

NABARD to provide Rs 30,000 crore credit to farmers for
irrigation
• National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development

(NABARD) will provide 30,000 crore rupees as credit to
farmers for irrigational purpose.

• This credit will be provided over the next three years ,till
2018.

• For this purpose NABARD already has sanctioned 1,000
crore rupees.

• This funding will be in addition to the government's 50,000
crore rupees of loans to farmers over the next five years (till
2020) under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana
(PMKSY).

• NABARD is only the banking entity from South Asia to be
shortlisted for the purpose by GCF(Green Climate Fund).

India, US ink inter-governmental agreement to implement
FATCA
• India and United States have signed an agreement to

implement the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act
(FATCA).

• The agreement will promote transparency on tax matters.
• It is obligatory on signatories to exchange a wide range of

financial information among themselves automatically and
periodically.

• Under the provisions of FATCA, it is mandatory for all
financial institutions outside of the US to periodically
transmit information on financial accounts held by US
citizens to its US Internal Revenue Service.

• If they failed to do so they will face a 30 percent withholding
tax on payments made from the US.
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eMudhra launches eSign Services
• eMudhra Limited launched first of its kind eSign services in

the country as part of the Digital India Vision.
• eSign is an online electronic signature service legally valid

and secure under the Information Technology Act, 2000.
• eMudhra Limited is a statutory licensed Certifying Authority

of India to issue digital signature certificates.
• It offers tax filing Services, Digital Signing Solutions, PAN

Card Online applications.
• It is an electronic signature used to authenticate the identity

of the sender and signer of a message or document

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

28 July: World Hepatitis Day
• World Hepatitis Day is being observed every year on July

28 around the globe.
• It seeks to encourage diagnosis, prevention and treatment

of Hepatitis.
• It is being observed since 2010 and is one of the 8 official

global public health campaigns marked by the World Health
Organization (WHO).

• 28 July was chosen to mark the birthday of ProfessorBaruch
Blumberg. He had discovered hepatitis B virus and was
awarded with the Nobel Prize in Physiology.

• There are 5 types of hepatitis viz. A, B, C, D and E. It is
mostly caused by a group of viruses called hepatitis viruses.

ISRO successfully test-fires GSLV-Mark III rocket engine
• ISRO has successfully test-fired Geosynchronous Satellite

Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mark III project's high-thrust
cryogenic rocket engine.

• It is India's first indigenously designed and developed high-
thrust cryogenic rocket engine

•  It was conducted at ISRO's Propulsion Complex at
Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu

• It uses extremely low temperature propellants such as Liquid
Hydrogen at -2530 C and Liquid Oxygen at -1930 C.

• This high-thrust cryogenic rocket engine will used to power
Cryogenic stage (C25) i.e. the upper stage of the next
generation GSLV Mk-III rockets.

• The rockets are aimed at carrying four-tonne payloads,
including future manned missions.

Union Government launches GAGAN, aviation navigation system
• GAGAN system Jointly developed by Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO) and Airports Authority of
India (AAI).

• GPS-Aided Geo Augmented Navigation (GAGAN)  has
been launched by the union government for aviation
navigation.

• It will provide augmentation service for GPS over the India,
Bay of Bengal, South-east Asia and Middle East along with
expansion up to Africa.

• It will make airline operations more efficient.

• India became the fourth nation in the world to have inter-
operable Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS) after
US, Europe and Japan.

ISRO successfully launches PSLV-C28 carrying 5 UK satellites
• Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C-28 has successfully

put five satellites of United Kingdom into designated orbits.
• ISRO had used high-end XL version of PSLV for this

purpose.
• Three satellites comprised of DMC3-1, DMC3-2 and DMC3-

3, other are CBNT-1 and De-OrbitSail.
• PSLV C-28 XL comprised of new designs consisting of

circular launcher adaptor i.e. L-adaptor and a triangular deck
called Multiple Satellite Adapter-Version 2 (MSA-V2).

BILLS AND ACTS

Bureau of Indian Standards Bill, 2015
• Union Cabinet has approved introduction of Bureau of

Indian Standards Bill, 2015 in coming session of Parliament.
• The new bill seeks to replace the existing Bureau of Indian

Standards (BIS) Act, 1986
• The Bureau will perform its functions through a Governing

Council consisting of President and other members.
• It will help to promote a culture of quality of products and

services with a broad objective of consumer's welfare
through mandatory and voluntary compliance with Indian
standards.

• It will improve enforcement of Indian standards through
the process of product certification and Certificate of
Conformity.

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015
• President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent to Negotiable

Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015.
• The ordinance amends Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881.
• Earlier in June 2015, Union Cabinet had recommended

promulgation of this ordinance to the President.
• The ordinance will help to tackle issues related to cheque

bounce cases
• It was not able to pass in Rajya Sabha in winter session of

Parliament after it was passed by the Lok Sabha.

AWARDS AND HONOURS

Krishnapatnam Port receives Golden Peacock award for
environment management
• Krishnapatnam Port (Andhra Pradesh) has been awarded

Golden Peacock environment management award.
• The award was presented during the 17th World Congress

on Environment Management to C Sasidhar, Managing
Director of Krishnapatnam Port.

• It Planted  of over 20 lakhs trees within the port and more
than 50,000 trees in the surrounding villages installed  solar
lights in the port and solar water heaters in the employee
colony, establishing gas connections for villagers,
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• It was instituted by the Institute of Directors (IoD) in 1991.
They are presented annually under various categories.

Krishnapatnam Port receives Golden Peacock award for
environment management
• Krishnapatnam Port (Andhra Pradesh) has been awarded

Golden Peacock environment management award.
• It was given the award for its achievements and initiatives

in the field of environment.
• Golden Peacock award Instituted by the Institute of

Directors (IoD) in 1991.
William Harvey Award 2015
• Four Indian scientists  Saeedul Hasan Arif Kafeel Akhtar.

Shagufta Qadri and  Suhailur Rahman were jointly awarded
the prestigious William Harvey Award 2015.

• They belong to Aligarh based Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College (JNMC) under Aligarh Muslim University.

• They were selected for this award in the field of Hematology
for their work in the rare Hemoglobin C (Hb C) disease.

• The award is named for scientist William Harvey (1578-
1657). It is given by the American Society of Hypertension.

World Food Prize 2015
• Fazle Hasan Abed of Bangladesh has been conferred with

World Food Prize 2015.
• He is founder and chairman of BRAC (originally known as

Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee) which is
world's largest NGO.

• Its prime focus is on alleviating poverty. It has expanded its
operations in more than 10 countries especially in Asia and
Africa.

• World Food Prize was established in 1986 by Nobel laureate
Norman Borlaug (father of the Green Revolution).

World Agriculture Prize laureate
• R Paul Singh, Indian-American professor has been selected

for 2015 World Agriculture Prize laureate.
• His research area is freezing preservation, energy

conservation, post-harvest technology and mass transfer
in food processing.

• His research and studies on Airflow in complex systems
helped to design innovative systems for the rapid cooling
of strawberries and to development of computer software
generally used to improve the energy efficiency of industrial
freezers.

SPORTS

Union Government constitutes All India Council of Sports as an
advisory body
• Union Government has constituted All India Council of

Sports (AICS), as an advisory body to deliberate on matters
relating to the development and promotion of sports in the
country.

• It will have a president and 4 Members of Parliament (MPs),
coaches, experts, sports personalities, administrators and
Director General (DG) of Sports Authority of India (SAI).

• President and members, other than ex-officio members will
be appointed by the Union Government.

• It aims to popularize sports amongst the youth and increase
its outreach to rural and tribal areas along with North East
and Jammu & Kashmir, areas affected by Left Wing
Extremism.

CSK, Rajasthan Royals suspended for two years from IPL

• Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and Rajasthan Royals were
suspended from the cricket league for two years.

• Decision in this regard was taken by R M Lodha committee.

• Both of the teams were banned in regards to betting
activities of their key officials Gurunath Meiyappan and
Raj Kundra during the 6th edition of  i.e. 2013 season of IPL.

• The IPL spot-fixing scandal had broken out in 2013 after the
Delhi Police arrested Rajasthan Royals cricketers S
Sreesanth, Ankeet Chavan and Ajit Chandila.

2015 Wimbledon Championships

• Men's Singles Title was won by Novak Djokovic of Serbia
by defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland

• Women's Singles Title was won by Serena Williams of
United States by defeating Garbine Muguruza of Spain.

• Women's Doubles Title was won by Sania Mirza (India)
and Martina Hingis (Switzerland)  by defeating Russian
pair of Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina

• Men's Doubles Title wsas won by  Jean-Julien Rojer
(Netherlands) and Horia Tec?u (Romania) by defeating
Jamie Murray (UK) and John Peers (Australia)

• Mixed Doubles Title was won by Leander Paes (India) and
Martina Hingis (Switzerland).

US wins Women's FIFA World Cup for 3rd time

• United States (US) won the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup
.It defeated Japan by 5-2 goals score.

• The match was played at Vancouver, Canada.

• FIFA World Cup Established was 1991 (61 years after the
men's first FIFA World Cup held in 1930).

• It is Played every 4 years amongst women's national football
teams of the member states of FIFA.

Abhijeet Gupta wins 19th Commonwealth Chess Championship

• Abhijeet Gupta won the 19th Commonwealth Chess
Championship.

• He won the gold medal after settling for a quick draw with
his opponent Arghyadip Das in the ninth and final round
played at Mumbai, Maharashtra.
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ART & CULTURE IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

UNESCO names 24 new world heritage sites
• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization, (UNESCO) has inscribed 24 new sites into
the World Heritage List.

• With this the total number of world heritage sites has
increased to 1,031.

• These 24 new sites are Blue and John Crow Mountains
(Jamaica). Tusi sites (China), Christiansfeld, a Moravian
Church Settlement (Denmark). Par Force Hunting Landscape
in North Zealand (Denmark). Climats, terroirs of Burgundy
(France). Champagne Hillsides, Houses and Cellars (France).
Speicherstadt and Kontorhaus District with Chilehaus
(Germany). Susa (Iran). Cultural Landscape of Maymand
(Iran). Necropolis of Beth She'arim-a Landmark of Jewish
Revival (Israel). Arab-Norman Palermo and the Cathedral
Churches of Cefalú and Monreale (Italy) Meiji Industrial
Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining
(Japan). Baptism Site "Bethany Beyond the Jordan" (Al-
Maghtas) (Jordan). Baekje Historic Areas (South Korea)
Aqueduct of Padre Tembleque Hydraulic System (Mexico)
Great Burkhan Khaldun Mountain and its surrounding
sacred landscape (Mongolia) Rjukan-Notodden Industrial
Heritage Site (Norway) Rock Art in the Hail Region (Saudi
Arabia). Singapore Botanical Gardens (Singapore). Ephesus
(Turkey). Diyarbakir Fortress and Hevsel Gardens Cultural
Landscape (Turkey). Fray Bentos Cultural-Industrial
Landscape (Uruguay). The Forth Bridge (United Kingdom).
San Antonio Missions (United States).

PERSONS IN NEWS

MS Viswanathan
• Manayangath Subramanian Viswanathan was a veteran

musician who had composed music for over a thousand
films in Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam passed away.

• He was born on 24 June 1928 in Elapulli in Palghat district of
Tamil Nadu.

• Some of his best films include Sumaithaangi, Paasamalara,
Aayirathil Oruvan, Server Sundaram and Enga Veetu Pillai.

• He was conferred Kalaimamani (A jewel for art) of Tamil
Nadu Government and several other prestigious music
awards.

• Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa has conferred the
Thirai Isai Chakravarthy (in Tamil means The Emperor of
Cine Music) title.

Sunita Williams
• Indian-origin Sunita Williams has been chosen with other

three astronauts by National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) to fly the first commercial space
vehicles.

• They will be trained and prepared for commercial space
flights of Boeing Company and SpaceX.

• it will open up low-Earth orbit transportation to the private
sector and help US be once again self-reliant in space travel.

• Presently, she ranks 6th on the all-time US endurance list
and 2nd all-time for a female astronaut.

Gennady Padalka
• Russian cosmonaut Gennady Padalka has set a Guinness

World Record for spending longest time in space with a
total of 804 days.

• Currently, he is the commander of the International Space
Station (ISS) which is orbiting the Earth.

• Padalka is going to return to Earth in September 2015. When
he will return to Earth, he would have spent record total 877
days or around 2.5 years in space.

Bashar Navaaz
• He was Urdu poet, critic and orator who recently passed

away.
• He was known as an Indo Pak shayar as his gazals are

popular in India as well as Pakistan.
• His books Rayagan, Ajanabee samandar were very popular

among gazal lovers.
• The Gazal Karoge yaad to har baat yaad aayegee from film

Bazaar is all time hit song.
• He was awarded with Galib Academy New Delhi,

Maharashtra State Urdu Academy award, Iftekhaar E Adab
award, Pulotsav Samman for his contribution to Urdu
literature.

Jin Liqun
• Jin Liqun was nominated as the Presidential candidate for

$100 billion Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).
• Presently, Jin is Secretary General of AIIB's interim

secretariat.
• Jin Liqun will be elected as AIIB President as China has

26.06 per cent share of the votes (especially veto) in the
bank which is seen as a rival to the U.S. and Europe-
dominated banking institutions.

Chandrasekaran Ramakrishnan
• Tata Motors Limited has appointed Chandrasekaran

Ramakrishnan as chief financial officer (CFO) of its
automobile group.

• He will have tenure of two years.
• Since 2007, Ramakrishnan has been the CFO of Tata Motors.
• He will be the CFOs of all Tata Motors subsidiaries like

Jaguar Land Rover, Daewoo etc.
Matti Makkonen
• Matti Makkonen are known as father of messaging service

(SMS) technology recently passed away.
• He was born on 16 April 1952 in Suomussalmi, Finland.'
• In 1989, he was appointed as President of the mobile

communication unit which was later renamed as Telecom
Finland.

• For his work on SMS he was awarded The Economist's
Innovation Award in the computing and telecommunications
category.
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NATIONAL

Indian Nuclear Insurance Pool
• Union Government has launched the Indian Nuclear

Insurance Pool (INIP) of 1,500 crore rupees.
• It was launched as per the mandatory provision under the

Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act (CLND), 2010.
• The pool is set up by General Insurance Corporation (GIC)

of India and 11 other non-life insurers.
• CLND Act empowers the operator the Right to Recourse

and allows it to sue the suppliers in case of any accident.
• The pool will provide the risk transfer mechanism to the

operators and suppliers to meet their obligations under the
CLND Act.

Cross-border operation against militants in Myanmar by Indian
Army
• Special Forces of the Indian Army started surgical operations

(cross-border operation) inside Myanmar to target militant
groups in coordination with the Indian Air Force on 9 June
2015.

• In this operation, about 50 militants of NSCN (K) and KYKL
were killed. They were hiding along the Nagaland-Myanmar
and Manipur-Myanmar border.

• The strike was carried out inside Myanmar with the
coordination of local authorities.

• The operation was a fine example of coordination between
different ministries and departments of Indian government,
viz., Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs
and Ministry of Defence, National Security Adviser (NSA)
and intelligence agencies.

• The step was taken after militant groups killed 18 jawans of
6 Dogra Regiment of Indian Army in an ambush in Chandel
district of Manipur on 4 June 2015.

The Constitution (100th Amendment) Act, 2015
• Constitution (100th Amendment) Act, 2015 is related to the

Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) between India and
Bangladesh.

• The President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent to the
Constitution (119th Amendment) Bill, 2013 which now will
enter into the statue book as Constitution 100th Amendment
Act 2015.

• India and Bangladesh share a 4,096 km land boundary
covering West Bengal, Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya and
Mizoram. This is largest among the international boundaries
that India shares with its neighbours.
The bill proposed to amend the 1st schedule of the
constitution to exchange the disputed territories occupied
by both the nations in accordance with the 1974 bilateral
LBA (Land Boundary Agreement)

• There are 102 Indian enclaves inside Bangladesh and 71
Bangladeshi ones inside India. Inside those enclaves are
also 28 counter-enclaves and one counter-counter-enclave,
called Dahala Khagrabari.

The residents of this region are unable to get the basic
government services because they are isolated from their
own  country  by  strips  of  foreign  land.  This  issue  was
pending ever since Bangladesh came into existence.

Bibek Debroy Committee
• Bibek Debroy Committee was constituted to suggest

measures for restructuring the Railway Board and its
departments so that policy making is separated from day-
to-day operations.

• Union government had constituted the high-level committee
in September 2014 to restructure the Railways and suggest
ways for resource mobilisation.

• It was seven-member panel headed by eminent economist
and NITI Aayog member Bibek Debroy.
The committee recommended the Establishment of an
independent regulator Railway Regulatory Authority of
India (RRAI) with a separate budget and to be independent
of the Ministry.

RRAI will decide on tariffs to revamp the cash-strapped railways.
• Separation of activities like running of hospitals, schools,

real estate development, catering, manufacturing of
locomotives, coaches and wagons from the core business
of running trains.

• General Managers should have the freedom to choose
between private security guards and RPF for security on
trains.

• The recommended changes should be implemented only
by Union Railways ministry in the first five years including
the resolution of the social cost issue.

Migrant Resource Centre
• Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) was set up in Chennai by

the Union Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) and
Tamil Nadu state government.
The MRC will provide migrants and overseas Indian
workers with information, advice, counselling and guidance
on all aspects of overseas employment.
It will include legal and regulatory requirements apart from
documentation and policies, procedures, problems faced
while working aboard by migrants and workers. Following
are support functions of MRCs
The first MRC was established in 2008 in Kochi, Kerala by
MOIA. Later, fully functional MRCs in Hyderabad
(Telengana & Andhra Pradesh), Gurgaon (Haryana) were
established.

Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicle Agreement
• The agreement was signed on 15th June 2015 at the

Transport Minister's meeting in Thimpu, Bhutan.It  regulates
the vehicular traffic of passenger, personal and cargo
amongst BBIN countries.

• BBIN agreement aims to promote safe, environmentally
sound and economical efficient road transport in the sub-
region of BBIN.
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• BBIN agreement benefit member nations for mutual cross
border movement of passenger and goods for overall
economic development of the region.

For implementation of this agreement each signatory member will
bear its own costs.
Singhey Khababs Sindhu festival kicks off in Ladakh
• Three day long Ladakh Singhey Khababs Sindhu (Sindhu

Darshan) Festival has started in  Ladakh region of Jammu
and Kashmir.

• The inaugural function of the festival was organised on the
bank of the Indus River.

• Singhey Khababs Sindhu festival was started in 2001 by
Union government to promote Ladakh tourism. Since then
it is organised annually.

• It is celebrated to endorse the Indus River as a symbol of
the communal harmony and unity of India.

Second border haat in Tripura
• The second border haat (rural market) was opened for

common people at Kamalasagar in Sipahijala district of
Tripura.

• It was jointly inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina through
video-conferencing on June 6, 2015.

• This market is set up at the zero line of the international
border with one part on the Indian side and the other in
Bangladesh.

• The items included in the haat are agricultural and
horticultural crops, spices, minor forest products excluding
timber, fish and dry fish, dairy and poultry products, cottage
industry items, wooden furniture, handloom and handicraft
items.

• People who live within a distance of 5 km from along the
border do business at the haat which will take place once in
a week initially.

•  No local taxes would be levied on the goods sold in the
haats and currencies of both the countries would prevail.

• First border haat was inaugurated on Srinagar- Purba border
area in January 2015.

Jind, Karnal and Muzaffarnagar districts added in National
Capital Region
• Haryana's Jind, Karnal and Uttar Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar

district have been added in National Capital Region (NCR).
• With this inclusion, the total districts in NCR have risen to

23 (including Delhi NCT) which covers a total area of 51,109
square km.

• National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB) was
established in 1985 under the National Capital Region
Planning Board Act, 1985 to develop a planned metropolitan
development NCR region.

Jaipur Metro Rail Services
• Phase 1A of metro rail services was inaugurated by Rajasthan

Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje on 3 June 2015.
• Jaipur is the sixth city in the country to have metro service,

other five are Delhi, Gurgaon, Mumbai, Bangalore, and
Kolkata.

•  Each Coach is equipped with LCD which will continuously
display information for the passengers.

• One most important fact of Jaipur metro service is 25 percent
of metro drivers are women.

• Jaipur Metro Rail Project has been developed by Jaipur
Metro Rail Corporation Ltd (JMRCL) which is a subsidiary
of the Government of Rajasthan.

Jharkhand Special Courts Ordinance, 2015
• Jharkhand Cabinet on 3 June 2015 approved Jharkhand

Special Courts Ordinance, 2015.
• The courts will be established for speedy trail of corruption

cases and will help in creating a corruption-free state.
• These courts were started keeping in view of increasing

number of corruption cases under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988.

• The ordinance was constituted under Article 213 of the
Constitution  of  India,  which  deals  with  the  power  of
Governor to promulgate ordinances during recess of
Legislature.

Badh Chala Bihar
• Badh Chala Bihar is a campaign to collate ideas from the

public to produce Bihar@2025. It is a vision document on
state's development between 2015 and 2025.

• The purpose of this campaign purpose is to ensure public
participation in policy making.

• It aims to reach out to four crore people residing in 40000
villages in the state, including 10000 government and civil
society members over the next eight to 10 weeks.

• All the views and opinions collected as part of the campaign
will be documented and included to prepare Bihar@2025.

200 MW solar power plant in Ramanathapuram
• Tamil Nadu Government and Adani Power Ltd signed a Power

Purchase Agreement (PPA) to set up a 200 MW solar power
plant in Ramanathapuram district.

• It will cost nearly 1400 crore rupees.
• The district was chosen because it receives highest solar

radiation in the state.
• Rajasthan and Gujarat lead among the states and Union

Territories (UTs) in terms of solar power generation because
both the states receive high solar radiation and have  lot of
arid land that is available at low cost.

Bombay High Court banned horse driven carriages in Mumbai
• The Bombay High Court on 8 June 2015 banned horse

driven carriages in Mumbai.
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• In Mumbai, the decorated horse-driven carriages are used
for joyrides at Marine Drive and other beaches.

• After the expiry of the one-year period, the MCGM would
have to close down all the stables meant for horses and
ponies and take action under the provisions of the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.

• The state government has to rehabilitate the number of
families whose livelihoods were connected with the running
of horse carriages and also have to formulate schemes for
rehabilitation of the animals.

INTERNATIONAL
US becomes world's largest oil producer
• As per a recent report released by British Petroleum (BP)

Energy Company, United States (US) became the world's
largest oil producer in 2014 surpassing Saudi Arabia.

• US had produced 11.6 million barrels of oil per day (bpd) i.e.
15.9% more oil in 2014 While, Saudi Arabia was placed
second position as it had produced 11.5 million bpd in 2014.

• Russia was placed at third position with 10.8 million bpd oil
production. It had produced 1,062 million tons of oil
equivalent natural gas in 2014.

• US also has surpassed Russia as the world's largest
producer of natural gas. In 2014, US had produced 1,250.4
million tons of oil equivalent natural gas.

World Day Against Child Labour: 12 June
• The World Day Against Child Labour is observed annually

across world on 12 June to bring awareness against child
labour.

• The theme of this year is No to Child Labour, Yes to Quality
Education.

• The Day calls for: For all children free, compulsory and
quality education till the minimum age for admission to
employment and action to reach those presently in child
labour.

• World Day Against Child Labour is an initiative of the
International Labour Organization (ILO).

• It was launched in 2002 to focus attention on the global
extent of child labour and to take action and efforts needed
to eliminate it.

• Since then it is observed every year on 12 June where
governments, workers organizations, employers, civil
society as well as millions of people from around the world
come together to highlight the plight of child labourers and
what can be done to help them.

China conducts fourth test of Wu-14 nuclear delivery hypersonic
vehicle
China has conducted the fourth successful test of a new Wu-14
hypersonic strike vehicle on 7 June 2015
• Wu-14 hypersonic strike vehicle is capable of delivering

nuclear weapons.

• The Wu-14 is capable to travel in high altitude in the
atmosphere on the edge of space. It can carry nuclear or
conventional warheads.

• It can travel at speeds of up to 10 times the speed of sound
i.e. around 7,680 miles per hour.

The Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA)
• The Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) is Africa's largest

free-trade zone which will cover 26 African countries in an
area from southernmost tip of African continent i.e. Cape
Town (South Africa) to Cairo (Egypt) in the north.

• The pact was signed in Egypt will intent to ease the
movement of goods across 26 member countries which
represent more than half the continent's GDP.

• The pact will then be officially unveiled at the upcoming
25th summit of the African Union in South Africa.

• TFTA pact combines existing three trade blocs among the
African nations which are Southern African Development
Community (SADC). East African Community (EAC) and
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA).

• It will remove trade barriers on most goods across the region.
India, Netherlands sign MoU for development of Measles-
Rubella Vaccines
• India and Netherlands have signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) for the development of Measles-
Rubella Vaccines.

• It was signed under Make in India initiative of Union
government

• The vaccine will be manufactured by Bharat Immunologicals
and Biologicals Corporation Ltd (BIBCOL) at Chola, Uttar
Pradesh.

• Translational Vaccinology (INTRAVACC) a government-
based institute of Netherlands will provide technical support
for the development of vaccine.

• BIBCOL was established as a PSU in 1989 under the
Department of Biotechnology of Union Ministry of Science
& Technology with the aim to achieve self-sufficiency for
the nation with respect to production and supply of high
quality polio vaccine and other biologicals.

India, Japan and Australia held first ever trilateral dialogue
• The first ever India, Japan and Australia dialogue held on 9

June 2015 in New Delhi.
•  The representatives of three countries discussed prospects

of cooperation in the fields of economy and security with
special emphasis on maritime security.

• The dialogue assumes significance against the backdrop
of growing assertiveness of China in the South China sea
of Pacific Ocean.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited these countries in
order to operationalise his Act East Policy.
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US President Barack Obama signed USA FREEDOM Act 2015
into law
• The USA FREEDOM Act 2015 was signed on 2 June 2015

by US President Barack Obama
• The USA FREEDOM stands for Uniting and Strengthening

America by Fulfilling Rights and Ensuring Effective
Discipline over Monitoring Act of 2015.

• Through this act the National Security Agency (NSA) lost
its authority to collect the phone records of millions of
Americans.

•  It reauthorizes USA PATRIOT Act 2001.
• It amends the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance (FISA) Act

of 1978 to establish a new process so as to make the process
of submitting of warrant by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) to a FISA court more transparent.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

FDI in services sector grows by 46% in 2014-15 fiscal
• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows into the services

sector grew by over 46 per cent to 3.25 billion dollars in
2014-15 fiscal. FDI in this sector was worth 2.22 billion dollar
in 2013-14

• The service sector includes banking, outsourcing,
insurance, Research & Development (R&D), courier and
technology testing.

• The FDI in service sector has increased due to government
initiatives to improve ease of doing business and attracting
domestic as well as foreign investments.

• Increase in foreign investments will help to improve
country's balance of payments (BoP) situation and
strengthen the rupee.

RBI allows NRIs to subscribe chit funds
• Reserve Bank of Indian has allowed non-resident Indians

(NRIs) to invest in chit fund in India.
• NRIs will be allowed to invest in chit fund without any

ceiling.
• The investment in chit funds will be through normal banking

channel including through an account maintained with a
bank in India.

• The state government may permit any chit fund to accept
subscription from NRIs on non-repatriation basis. For this,
the prior permission is required by the registrar of chits or
an officer authorized by the state government in accordance
with the provisions of the Chit Fund Act, 1982.

• Earlier in May 2000,RBI has refused to allow NRIs from
investing in a company or firms engaged in the business of
chit fund.

India slaps anti-dumping duty on steel imports from China,
Malaysia and South Korea
• India has slapped anti-dumping duty on imports of certain

steel products from China, Malaysia and South Korea

• The decision was taken on the recommendation of
Directorate General of Anti-Dumping Duty (DGAD) to
protect domestic producers from below-cost inbound
shipments.

• The duties have been imposed for five years especially on
hot-rolled flat products of stainless steel used in automobile
sectors.

• Anti-Dumping Duty is imposed by government on imported
products which have prices less than their normal values or
domestic price.

• Anti-Dumping Duty is imposed under the multilateral WTO
regime which varies from product to product and from
country to country.

• In India, Union Ministry of Commerce recommends the anti-
dumping duty and Union Finance Ministry imposes it.

Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement on Automatic
Exchange of Information
• India has joined the Multilateral Competent Authority

Agreement (MCAA) on Automatic Exchange of Financial
Account Information (AEOI).

• It obliges the treaty partners to exchange wide range of
financial information from institutions from their country.

• For the implementation of these standards in India necessary
legislative changes will be made in section 285BA of the
Income Tax Act, 1961.

• Other than India 5 nations Australia, Canada, Costa Rica,
Indonesia and New Zealand also have joined it.

SPORTS

French Open title of Tennis
• Stanislas Wawrinka of Switzerland won his first French Open

Men's single title of Tennis. He defeated Novak Djokovic
of Serbia

• Serena Williams of United States won French Open women's
single title. She defeated Lucie Safarova of Czechoslovakia.

• Ivan Dodig (Croatia) and Marcelo Melo (Brazil) won Men's
Doubles Title. They defeated Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan
of US.

• Bethanie Mattek-Sands (US) and Lucie Šafá?ová (Czech
Republic) won Women's Doubles Title. They defeated Lucie
Hradecká (Czech Republic) and Marcin Matkowski
(Poland).

21st Asian Athletics Championship
• Machettira Raju Poovamma and Liksy Joseph have won

silver medal in 21st Asian Athletics Championships held in
Wuhan, China.

• China's Yang Huizhen (52.37 sec) won the gold medal and
Anastasiya Kudinova (53.41 sec) of Kazakhstan won bronze
medal.

• Poovamma won silver medal in women's 400m. Joseph won
the silver medal in the 800m race.
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• In this event India has won total1 Gold, 2 Silver and 2 Bronze.
• Inderjeet Singh had won gold in Shot put event.
FIFA President Sepp Blatter resign
• President of the Federation of International Football

Association (FIFA) Sepp Blatter has resigned due to
corruption scandal.

• He was re-elected as the FIFA President for a fifth term in
May 2015.

• U.S. investigation agency FBI had alleged its officials were
involved in widespread financial wrongdoing in past years.

• Blatter was a Swiss football administrator who ruled FIFA
since 1998, prior to this.  Blatter was a public relations
executive representing various organizations and had served
as the general secretary of FIFA since 1981.

Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly, V V S Laxman inducted in
BCCI advisory committee
• Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and V V S Laxman have

joined Cricket Advisory Committee.
• Cricket Advisory Committee is newly constituted Committee

by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI's).
• They were nominated by BCCI President Jagmohan Dalmiya.
• It will guide BCCI in all matters related to the game. It will

also provide direction to improve BCCIs talent pathway.
Deepika Kumari wins bronze at Antalya Archery World Cup
• Ace Indian archer Deepika Kumari has clinched the bronze

medal in Antalya Archery World Cup held in Turkey.
• To win bronze medal Deepika outclassed Chang Hye Jin of

South Korea.
• In the Antalya 2015, Misun Choi and Bo Bae Ki from South

Korea won gold and silver medal respectively.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Pinaka Mark-II rockets successfully tested
• Indigenous Pinaka mark-II rockets were successfully tested

on 30 May 2015 in Pokhran(Rajasthan)
• They had successfully hit the target situated 53 kms from

the firing point. They were test-fired by a multi-barrel rocket
launcher (MBRL).

• The Pinaka II rocket is also known as the Weapon Area
System (WAS).

• It is developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Army.

• Pinaka has already been introduced into the Indian army.
India's Manu Prakash developed World's first water-based
computer
• Manu Prakash along with his team developed World's first

water-based computer on 10 June 2015 .
• He is an Assistant Professor of Bioengineering at Stanford

University.

• The work combines Prakash's expertise in manipulating
droplet fluid dynamics with a fundamental element of
computer science - an operating clock.

• The droplet computer can theoretically perform any
operation that a conventional electronic computer can
crunch, although at significantly slower rates.

First facial recognition ATM machine by China
• The ATM machine was created by Tsinghua University

and Hangzhou-based technology company Tzekwan, which
will not allow users to withdraw cash unless their face
matches their IDs.

• It has a camera installed in it that captures the facial features
of the user and then compares it with a database of
identification photos

•  It will help in preventing thieves from accessing other
people's accounts.

• The ATM looks at the biological features and can identify
people even if their facial features have changed.

ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY

Jal Kranti Abhiyan
• Jal Kranti Abhiyan was launched nationwide on 5 June 2015

by Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejunivetion Uma Bharti from Jaipur, Rajasthan.

• On the pilot basis, the project will run in one water stressed
village in each 672 districts of the country.

• Its Objective is to involve all stake holders as Panchyati raj
institutions and local bodies in the water security and
development schemes like participatory Irrigation
Management (PIM).

• It seeks to enhance livelihood security through water
security in rural areas.

• The scheme provides for a Sujalam Card with the logo Water
Saved, Water Produced,Jal Mitra, a cadre of local water
professionals, which will be created by imparting them
suitable training to create mass awareness about water
scarcity.

• It envisages a Model Command Area (MCA) of about 1000
hectare in a State that shall be identified and selected from
an ongoing irrigation project in the State.

• It also envisages Dedicated Programme for construction of
Arsenic Free Wells in selected areas and capacity building
of the officers of the State Water Supply Agencies

First Oil Spill Response Centre for Mumbai & JNPT Harbour
• India's first of its kind Tier-I Oil Spill Response Centre

(OSRC) was inaugurated at Mumbai Port Trust (MBT),
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) and ONGC's facilities
at Nhava and Uran on 5 June 2015.

• It is inaugurated by Nitin Garkari (Union Minister of Road
Transport & Highways and Shipping) to tackle pollution
and oil spills in and around Mumbai.
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• The facility is funded by Participating Oil Companies
(POCs). MPT will take the responsibility for tendering and
monitoring of Tier-I OSR facility.

• The objective of this facility is to develop appropriate and
effective systems for the detection and reporting of spillage
of oil so that marine environment and public health could
be protected.

• The system has skilled and trained personnel and wireless
communication facilities who can take immediate action after
spilling the oil.

Denudation in mangrove vegetation of Bhitarkanika Wildlife
Sanctuary
• The Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary is one of India's biggest

estuarine crocodile habitats and a major coastal eco-system
situated in Odisha.

• The Mangrove Forest Division (MFD) of Bhitarkanika
revealed that mangrove vegetation in Bhitarkanika Wildlife
Sanctuary was degrading.

• The denudation has been noted among the Avicennia and
Excoecariaspecies, popularly known as Bani and Guan.

• Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary was constituted by State
Government of Odisha In April 1975.

• It has largest number of saltwater crocodile population in
the Indian sub-continent.

• Bhitarkanika's  Gahirmatha coast is famous for Olive Ridley
Sea turtles because it is world's largest nesting and breeding
congregation of this creature.

Appointments
Prof S Bandyopadhayay: Director of Indian Statistical Institute
(ISI)
• Prof. Sanghmitra Bandyopadhayay was appointed as the

Director of Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) on 10 June 2015.
• She is the first woman who will lead the institute. She

replaced Dr Bimal K Roy .
• She is a computer scientist specializing in computational

biology.
• She did her master's degree from the Indian Institute of

Technology Kharagpur (IIT KGP) and pursued Ph. D. at the
ISI.

Vijai Sharma : Chief Information Commissioner of India
• Vijai Sharma was appointed as the Chief Information

Commissioner of India on 8 June 2015.
• Prior to this appointment, he was serving as an Information

Commissioner in Central Information Commission since
2012.

• The Chief Information Commissioner is appointed by the
President of India on the recommendation of a selection
committee comprising of Prime Minister, the leader of single
largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha and a Union
Cabinet Minister.

• He holds the office for 5 years or till he attains the age of 65
which is earlier.

KV Chowdary: Chief Vigilance Commissioner
• KV Chowdary was appointed as the Central Vigilance

Commissioner (CVC) of India on 8 June 2015.
• CVC was set up by the Union Government in February 1964

on the recommendations of the K. Santhanam Committee
on Prevention of Corruption.

• It is a statutory autonomous body and is free of control
from any executive authority as per the provisions of Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) Act, 2003.

• It has a Central Vigilance Commissioner and has two
Vigilance Commissioners.

Syed Asif Ibrahim:PM's Special Envoy on Countering Terrorism
and Extremism
• Syed Asif Ibrahim was appointed as the Prime Minister's

Special Envoy on Countering Terrorism and Extremism on 3
June 2015

• The appointment took place in the back drop of growing
concern over probable poaching of some Indian youth by
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS).

• He will work out of the National Security Council (NSC)
Secretariat in New Delhi and will report to National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval.

Meena Hemchandra : Executive Director of RBI
• Meena Hemchandra was appointed as the Executive Director

(ED) of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 1 June 2015.
• She succeeded Chandan Sinha. Prior to this appointment,

Hemchandra was in charge of Department of Supervision
at RBI itself.

ART & CULTURE IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Trios of 3800-year-old statuettes found in Vichada, Peru
• Researchers have discovered trios of statuettes in Peru

which belong to some 3,800 years ago.
• The discovery was made by a team led by archaeologist

Ruth Shady.
• The mud statuettes were found inside a reed basket in a

building at the ancient city of Vichama in northern Peru.
• It is believed to be associated with Caral civilization some

3,800 years ago.

BILLS AND ACTS

Amendment of Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881
• Union Government has approved the Ordinance to amend

Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881. Decision in this regard
was made by Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

• It will benefit around 18 lakh people involved in cheque
bounce cases.
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• The Act defines bills of exchange, promissory notes,
cheques and creates penalties for cheque bouncing

• The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 2015 was
passed in Lok Sabha which could not be passed in Rajya
Sabha.

President gives assent to re-promulgation of Land Ordinance
for 3rd time
• As per provisions of Article 123 of Indian Constitution,

President Pranab Mukherjee has given his assent to re-
promulgation of land ordinance for third time.

• Currently, The Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (Amendment) Bill, 2015 was put in to the
parliament for detailed discussion on the provisions of the
legislation.

• Earlier, Lok Sabha had passed the bill but Rajya Sabha did
not pass the bill.

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 2015
• Lok Sabha passed The Negotiable Instruments

(Amendment) Bill, 2015 on 13 May 2015.
• The Bills amends the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881

which defines bills of exchange, promissory notes, cheques
and creates penalties for issues such as bouncing of
cheques.

• The bill specifies the territorial jurisdiction of the courts in
cases related to bouncing of cheques which was not present
in the parent Act.

AWARDS AND HONOURS

Friends of Bangladesh Liberation War Award
• Atal Bihari Vajpayee will be conferred with 'Friends of

Bangladesh Liberation War Award' by Bangladesh
government.

• He was chosen for this award for his outstanding support
for the Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan in 1971.

• The award was instituted in 2008 by the then Awami League
government.

• Indira Gandhi was the first person who was conferred this
award.

• Bangladesh Government also honoured the families of the
members of Indian armed forces who had sacrificed their
lives for the Bangladesh's independence.

Baileys Women's Prize 2015
• UK Author Ali Smith was awarded with Baileys Women's

Prize 2015 for her fiction novel How to be Both.
• Earlier, the book was shortlisted for the 2014 Man Booker

Prize and the 2015 Folio Prize.
• This is the story of George and Francesco del Cossa who

are connected together surpassing the boundaries of time,
space and gender.

• Baileys Prize was set up in 1996 with an aim to celebrate and
promote international fiction by women throughout the
world. It was also known as orange prize.

DEFENCE

INS Vikrant
• INS Vikrant is India's first indigenously-built largest aircraft

carrier which was successfully undocked at Cochin Shipyard
Limited (CSL) in Cochin district of Kerala.

• With this aircraft carrier India joins elite group of four nations
in the world viz United States, Russia, United Kingdom and
France that are capable of designing and constructing
aircraft carriers.

• The measurement of this carrier is 260 metresx 60 metres. It
weighs around 40,000 tonne.

• It has two take-off runways and a landing strip with three
arrester wires having short-take off but arrested recovery
(STOBAR) system.

• It will additionally carry ten helicopters such as Kamov Ka-
31s, Westland Sea Kings, or indigenously-built Dhruvs.

• It will defend the naval fleet will be positioned in the Indian
Ocean region.

NATIONAL

India has signed 60-article agreement of multilateral Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

• India has signed 60-article agreement of China-led
multilateral Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).
Indian Ambassador Ashok Kantha signed the agreement
on behalf of country.

• All 50 founding nations have signed 60-article agreement
multilateral Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

• Australia was the first country to sign the agreement and
was followed by 49 other member countries.

• The 60-article agreement provides the legal framework for
Institution of AIIB.
Each member's capital share and voting share.
Governance structure of AIIB.
Policy-making mechanism of AIIB.

• Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) will be
operational by end of 2015.Its headquarters are in Beijing.

• It is designed to finance infrastructure projects including
energy, transport and infrastructure projects in Asia.

India Army and Indian Railways are among the world's biggest
employers.

• According to research published by the World Economic
Forum (WEF), Indian Army and Indian Railways are among
the world's biggest employers.

• Both organisations employ around 2.7 million people
together. Indian Railways was placed at 8th position with
1.4 million staff, while Indian Army was placed at 9th position
with 1.3 million employees.
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• In this list US department of Defense is the world's biggest
employer with over 3.2 million employees.

India becomes most attractive investment destination: BPI 2015

• According to baseline profitability index (BPI) 2015 India
has become most attractive investment destination in world.

• It was ranked first among 110 countries in a ranking of
destinations for attractiveness to foreign investors.

• Indiaheld 6th position in the 2014 index.
• High ranking in this index indicates high returns and

improving economic institutions.
• The ranking is  based  on  three  factors  as  how much the

value of an asset grows; the ease of repatriation of proceeds
from selling the asset and the preservation of that value
while the asset is owned.

• This index compares how local conditions and policies affect
the same investment in different countries. It also helps to
determine the value of the principal and the return will
change depending only on where the investment is made.

India, US ink pacts to enhance cooperation in health sector

• India and United States have signed a series of agreements
to enhance cooperation in health sector.

• The agreement will covercancer research, medical
infrastructure development and application of new
diagnostic technologies.

• It will also seek to control research, infrastructure
development, education and training and capacity-building
for their reciprocal and mutual benefit.

• The signed agreements are:
MoU on cancer research, control, prevention and
management,
Letter of Intent (LoI) on Anti-microbial Resistance
Research.
MoU on collaboration in Environmental, occupational
Health and Injury Prevention and Control

India leads FDI in South Asia in investment during 2014:
UNCTAD Report

• According to United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development's (UNCTAD's) World Investment Report 2015,
India has topped in the regional inflow of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in South Asia during year 2014.

• India has improved its position in FDI inflow by 22 per cent
to about 34 billion US dollars.

• Top five FDI recipients in South Asia are India, Iran,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka.

• China is the world's largest recipient of FDI with 129 billion
dollars investments.

• India was also the biggest investor in terms of outward FDI
in South Asia region with 9.8 billion dollars.

Union Cabinet gives nod to rename SECI as Renewable Energy
Corporation of India

• Union Cabinet has decided to rename Solar Energy
Corporation of India (SECI) as the Renewable Energy
Corporation of India (RECI).

• Union Cabinet also gave approval to SECI to convert into
Section 3 Company by applying to the Registrar of
Companies (ROC) from a Section 8 Company under the
Companies Act, 2013.

• It was decided in order to provide optimized and
comprehensive solutions for generation of renewable
energy and integrating various renewable energy sources.

• SECI is a not-for-profit company under Section-25 of the
Companies Act 1956.It was established in 2011 as a
facilitation and implementation institution dedicated to
Solar Energy sector.

• Its objective is to develop Solar Technologies and ensuring
inclusive solar power development throughout India.

• Its function is to facilitate implementation of Jawaharlal
Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) and achieve the
targets set therein.

Union Cabinet has approved 6 new IIMs
• Union Cabinet has approved setting up 6 new Indian

Institutes of Management (IIMs) in the country.
• With this decision, Now the total strength of IIMs increases

to 19 from 13.
• These new IIMs will be located at Bodh Gaya (Bihar),

Vishakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Nagpur (Maharashtra),
Sirmaur (Himachal Pradesh), Amritsar (Punjab) and
Sambalpur (Odisha).

• The students will be get admissions to these institutes
through Common Aptitude Test (CAT).

India pledges 1 billion dollar aid for Nepal's reconstruction

• India has pledged an assistance of one billion US dollars
for the reconstruction of Nepal.

• One fourth of the assistance from India will be grant and it
will be part of India's existing bilateral developmental
assistance of another one billion dollars over the 5 five
years.

• The International Donors' Conference was organised by
the Nepalese government to raise funds to re-build the
country.

• Nepal was struck by 7.9-magnitude devastating earthquake
on 25th April 2015.It has taken the lives of  9,000 people and
left around 23,000 people injured

Union Cabinet gives nod to revised estimate for East-West freight
corridor

• Union Cabinet has given to 81,459 crore rupees revised
estimate for Eastern and Western Dedicated Freight Corridor
(DFC) Project.

• The revised cost is 73,392 crore rupees of the Eastern and
Western DFC along with additional land acquisition cost of
8,067 crore rupees.

• The cost of the 534-km Sonnagar-Dankuni section has been
excluded which is proposed to be implemented through
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) route.

• The corridor will pass through 9 states as Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal.
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STATE

J Jayalalithaa launches first phase of Chennai Metro

• First phase of Chennai Metro service was inaugurated by
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa.

• It will cover the 10-km overhead (elevated) stretch.
• It will cover seven stations in the stretch. They are

Koyambedu, Arumbakkam, Vadapalani, Chennai Mofussil
Bus Terminus, Ashok Nagar, Ekkattuthangal.

• Chennai became seventh city in India to have metro service.
Other 6 cities are Delhi, Mumbai, Gurgaon, Bangalore,
Kolkata and Jaipur.

Tribal women entitled to inherit property in accordance with
Hindu Succession Act: HP-HC

• According to the Judgment given by Himachal Pradesh
High Court, the daughters in tribal areas in the state shall
inherit the property in accordance with Hindu Succession
Act, 1956.

• Gender discrimination violates fundamental rights so the
daughters in a society cannot be segregated from
mainstream. So they are entitled to equal share in the
property.

• Prior to this judgment, an order passed by District Judge of
Chamba in 2002 to grant legal rights to women in family
property.

• The court rule that Women have to be advanced socially
and economically to bestow upon them dignity.

Rajasthan becomes top state in solar energy in India

• Rajasthan has become number one state in terms of total
installed capacity of solar energy. The data has been
released  by  the  Union  Ministry  of  New  and  Renewable
Energy.

• Rajasthan has surpassed Gujarat with total 1,167 megawatt
(MW) installed capacity. Gujarat (1000 MW) was previous
number one state in the country.

• In terms of installed capacity Top five states in India are
Rajasthan(1147 MW), Gujarat (1000 MW) Madhya
Pradesh(58 MW,)Maharashtra (7 MW), Andhra Pradesh(4
MW)

• Rajasthan government had released its Solar Policy in 2014
which aimed at installing 25000 MW of solar power in state.

Maharashtra tops in Patent filing in India: CGPDTM Report

• According to recently published annual report of the office
of the Controller-General of Patents, Designs and
Trademarks (CGPDTM) Maharashtra has topped in Patent
filing in India during year 2013-14.

• Top five states are: Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Delhi, and Andhra Pradesh.

• Office of the CGPDTM is a subordinate office under the
aegis of Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry. It
administers the Indian law of Patents, Designs and Trade
Marks.

• Office of the CGPDTM's sections is Patents, Designs,
Trademarks, Geographical indications, Patent Information
System.

Haryana Government launches Village Mentoring Project to
uplift villagers

• Haryana Government has launched a Village Mentoring
Project (VMP) in Rajjipur village of Panchkula district of
state in collaboration with Indian School of Business (ISB)

• It aims to improve healthcare and education of the villagers
with a special emphasis on girl child.

• Through this project, villages in the state would be mentored
by leading educational institutions, corporate houses and
other organizations.

INTERNATIONAL

India emerges as third largest FDI source for United Kingdom

• India became third largest Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
source for United Kingdom (UK) in 2014-15.

• It was revealed in Inward Investment Report 2014-15 of UK
Trade and Industry (UKTI).

• US has remained the largest source of inward investment
for UK and it was followed by France and India

• The report was based in terms of number of projects i.e.
source of inward investment.

• During the year 2014-15, the FDI from India increased by 65
per cent and has resulted in creation of 7,730 jobs as well as
protection of 1,620 jobs in UK.

Silk Route- 2015?

• Silk Route- 2015?is a Joint military training exercise between
China and Sri Lanka which has begun at Buttala in Central
Sri Lanka.

• It will be conducted in three phases.
• This training will focus on weapon handling, live firing, VIP

protection study and other warfare and battle skills related
fields.

• The first stage of the 'Silk Route - 2015? exercise was
conducted in China earlier between March 29 and April 17,
2015

Typhoon Kujira hits south China's Hainan Province

• Typhoon Kujira came in south China's Hainan island
province.

• It had brought heavy rain with packing winds of up to 90
kilometers per hour.

• Prior to landfall of typhoon more than 40,000 people and
over 20,000 fishing boats were called back to harbor.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY

India becomes most attractive investment destination: BPI 2015

• India has become most attractive investment destination in
world after getting first rank among 110 countries.

• The ranking was based on baseline profitability index (BPI)
2015.

• High ranking in this index indicates high returns and
improving economic institutions.

• The ranking based on a BPI is determined by assuming
three factors which affect the ultimate success of a foreign
investment which are how much the value of an asset grows;
the ease of repatriation of proceeds from selling the asset
and the preservation of that value while the asset is owned.

India leads FDI in South Asia with 34 billion investment in 2014:
UNCTAD Report

• According to United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development's (UNCTAD's) World Investment Report
2015India has topped in the regional inflow of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in South Asia during year 2014,
accounting for 34 billion US dollars investments.

• FDI inflow to India has surged by 22 per cent to about 34
billion US dollars.

• India ranked 9th top host country in the world for FDI in
2014.

• Top five FDI recipients in South Asia are India, Iran,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka.

• China is the world's largest recipient of FDI with 129 billion
dollars investments and has toppled US (92 billion dollars).

Asia Pacific region has overtaken Europe as the world's second
richest region

• Asia Pacific region has overtaken Europe as the world's
second richest region

• It is reported by Boston Consulting Group (BCG), a global
management consulting firm. Key highlights of report.

• Asia Pacific region (excluding Japan) has held around 47
trillion dollars in private wealth in 2014.

• The reason for the growth in wealth in this region is increase
in number of new millionaires in China and India.

• North America region has remained as the world's richest
region with 51 trillion dollars.

SCIENCE & TECHONLOGY

C.N.R. Rao conferred with Japan's highest civilian award 'Order
of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star'

• C.N.R. Rao was conferred with Japan's highest civilian award
the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star.

• N.R Rao is eminent scientist who worked mainly in solid-
state and structural chemistry.

• He was first Indian scientist to reach the h-index of 100. h-
index is a tool that measures the productivity and impact of
the published work of a scientist or scholar.

• He is also the Honorary President of Jawaharlal Nehru
Centre for Advance Scientific Research, Bengaluru

GAGAN(GPS Aided Geo Augmented Navigation)

• GAGAN was jointly developed by the ISRO and Airports
Authority of India (AAI) for the advancement of air
navigation.

• ISRO has announced to provide navigational support to
Indian Railways through it.

• It will provide unmanned level crossings safety to Indian
Railways.

• It is a software system; a train will get to know the location
of any unmanned level crossing by a warning signal. Once
this warning signal is given, the train's hooter will
automatically start when it comes near an unmanned
crossing.

• GAGAN signal is broadcasted through two Geostationary
Earth Orbit (GEO) satellites-GSAT8 and GSAT10.

BX1E Electric Passenger aircraft

• It is The world's first electric passenger aircraft manufactured
in China.

• BX1E aircraft has a 14.5-meter wingspan and a maximum
payload of 230 kgs and can fly at an altitude of 3,000 meters.

• These aircrafts will be used in tourism, pilot training, and
meteorology and rescue operations.

Researchers create World's thinnest bulb from grapheme

• A team of scientists from Columbia University School of
Engineering, Seoul National University and Korea Research
Institute of Standards and Science have created the world's
thinnest light bulb using grapheme as filament.

• The bulb uses grapheme as a filament which is crystalline
form of carbon.

• It heats up to over 2,500° C and produces exceptionally
bright light.

• It can be used as broadband light emitter and also help to
boost grapheme-based on-chip high speed optical
communications.

Sakaar

• It is Augmented Reality technology based mobile
application which will highlight the achievements of the
Department of Space launched by Union Government.

• It is has been developed by Development and Educational
Communication Unit (DECU) of ISRO.

• The application consists of 3 Dimensional (3D) models of
Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM), RISAT, indigenous rockets
such as PSLV, GSLV Mk-III etc.

• Augmented Reality (AR) technology is computer-generated
3D models, animations, videos that augments (or
supplements) the live direct view of a physical, real-world
environment.
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ENVIRONMENT

Union Government exempts educational institutions from prior
green nod

• Union Government has exempted builders from obtaining
prior green nod for construction of Universities, School,
College and Hostel facilities.

• These exemptions have been given under the provisions of
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification,
2006.

• Besides, educational institutes MoEFCC has exempted
builders from obtaining prior green nod for construction of
industrial sheds.

• Prior environment clearance is mandatorily required for
construction of Medical Universities and institutes having
hospital facilities.

BILLS AND ACTS

Union Cabinet gives nod to introduction of Bureau of Indian
Standards Bill, 2015

• The new Bureau of Indian Standards Bill, 2015 will replace
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) Act, 1986 with an aim to
bring in more products under the mandatory standard regime
and end the inspector raj.

• The bill will establish Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) as
the National Standards Body of India.

• It will perform its functions through a Governing Council
consisting of President and other members.

• It will help consumers to receive ISI certified products and
help in prevention of import of sub-standard products.

• It will help to promote a culture of quality of products and
services with a broad objective of consumer's welfare
through mandatory and voluntary compliance with Indian
standards.

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015

• Indian presidentPranab Mukherjee gave his assent to
Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015. It
amends Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881.

• The ordinance will help to tackle issues related to cheque
bounce cases and allow filing of cheque bounce case at the
place where the cheque was presented for clearance and
not at the place of issue.

• The bill was not able to pass in Rajya Sabha in winter session
of Parliament after it was passed by the Lok Sabha.

DEFENCE

Prototype Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) successfully cleared
hot weather trials

• Developed by Aeronautics Limited (HAL) Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH) has been successfully cleared hot weather
trials at Jodhpur, Rajasthan.

• It is an armed helicopter designed specifically to meet the
requirements of Indian Army and Air Force.

• With the weighs around 5.8-tonne and twin-engine it can
fight in the treacherous and mountainous fronts of north
and east of country.

• Earlier in March 2015, LCH had successfully cleared cold
weather trials at Leh at a temperature of -180 C and at an
altitude of 4.1 km.

PERSONS IN NEWS

Vocalist Sanjay Subrahmanyam selected for 'Sangita Kalanidhi'
award 2015

• Sanjay Subrahmanyam has been selected for the 'Sangita
Kalanidhi' award 2015.

• He is seventh artistes to be conferred with the award before
completing 50 years of age.

• Sangita Kalanidhi award is a prestigious award bestowed
annually upon an expert of Carnatic Music by the Madras
Music Academy.

Ramachandra Guha selected for Japan's Fukuoka Prize

• Eminent Historian-writer Ramachandra Guha has been
selected for Japan's Fukuoka Prize 2015.

• Ramchandra Guha is historian and writer. His research
interests include social, political, environmental and cricket
history.

• His famous creations are Gandhi Before India (2013), Patriots
and Partisans (2012), Makers of Modern India (2010), India
after Gandhi and The history of the world's largest
democracy (2007) etc.

• He was already referred Padma Bhushan (2009), Sahitya
Akademi award (2011) for India After Gandhi.

• The prize was established in 1990 by the Japanese city of
Fukuoka and the Yokatopia Foundation.

AWARDS AND HONOURS

Sahitya Akademi's 'Bhasha Samman'

• Sahitya Akademi has conferred prestigious 'Bhasha
Samman to K Meenakshi Sundaram, Acharya Munishwar
Jha, Charu Chandra Pande and Mathuradutt Mathpal.

• They are conferred with this award for their contribution to
classical and medieval literature in various languages.

• The award carries a cash prize of 1 lakh rupees along with
an inscribed copper plaque and a citation.

NUSI gets Best Welfare Organisation 2015 award

• National Union of Seafarers of India (NUSI) has been
honoured with the 'Best Welfare Organisation of the Year -
2015' award.
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• The award is promoted by the United Kingdom based
International Seafarers' Welfare and Assistance Network
(ISWAN).

• The award recognises excellence of organisation in the
provision of welfare services and facilities for seafarers.

• It is part of ISWAN's on-going work to promote
implementation of the International Labour Organisation's
(ILO's) Maritime Labour Convention (MLC), 2006.

• NUSI was founded in 1932 by Khansaheb Mohamed Ebrahim
Serang.

SPORT

Canada Open Badminton tournament

• Jwala Gutta and Ashwni Ponappa won the women's doubles
title of the Canada Open Badminton tournament.

• Played at Calgary, Canada, they defeated Dutch pair of Eefje
Muskens and Selena Piek.

• Men's Single title was won by Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia
by defeating Ng Ka Long Angus of Hong Kong

• Women's Single title was won by Michelle Li of Canada by
defeating by defeating Kaori Imabeppu of Japan.

• 'Mixed doubles title was won by Chinese pair Li Junhui and
Liu Yuchen. They defeated Chinese pair Kaixiang Huang
and Sijie Wang.

Zaheer Abbas appointed as ICC President

• Zaheer Abbas has been selected the new President of
International Cricket Council (ICC) for one year term.

• He will be 13th President of ICC who succeeds Mustafa
Kamal of Bangladesh.

• He remained captain of Pakistan in 14 Tests and 13 ODIs
matches.

• He was the only Asian batsman to score 100 first-class
centuries and was also first batsman to score three
consecutive centuries in ODIs.

• He is the second cricketer from Pakistan to assume post of
ICC President after Ehsan Mani.

Eighth Halle Open ATP title of Tennis in Germany

• Roger Federer has won the Halle Open ATP title in Germany
by defeating Andreas Seppi of Italy.

• It was Federer's eighth Halle Open ATP title
• It is played on grass courts.

India ranks third in global doping report for year 2013 by WADA

• India has been ranked third in Anti-Doping Rule Violations
Report for year 2013 which has been released by World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

• According to this report, 91 athletes from Indian have been
tested positive for banned substances in year 2013.

• Russia was ranked first and Turkey comes second.
• Track and field athletes lead in this report with 280 global

cases while Weightlifting comes second.

Sunil Chhetri becomes first Indian footballer to score 50
international goals

• Sunil Chhetri has become the first Indian footballer to score
50 international goals.He did it 87th match i.e. during 2018
World Cup qualifying match between India and Guam.

• At present he is captain of Indian Football team.
• Top three Indian goal scorer footballers are Sunil Chhetri,

Bhaichung Bhutia and IM Vijayan.
• He plays as a striker for Bengaluru FC in the I-League. He

had started his professional career in 2002 with Mohun
Bagan FC.

ART & CULTURE IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

First International Yoga Day observed globally

• The first International Yoga Day (IYD) was celebrated
internationally on 21 June 2015.

• It was celebrated in 192 countries across the globe. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi led thousands of participants of
all ages at Rajpath yoga event.

• 21st June was selected for this purpose because it represents
one of the two solstices and it is the longest day in the
Northern Hemisphere.

• UNGA had unanimously adopted India-led resolution to
observe 21st June as 'International Day of Yoga'. This
resolution was adopted under the agenda of 'Global Health
and Foreign Policy'.

Punjab celebrates 350th years of foundation of Sri Anandpur
Sahib

• Punjab has celebrated the 350th years of foundation of holy
city Sri Anandpur Sahib.

• Sri Anandpur Sahib was founded by ninth Guru of Sikhs,
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur.

• Anandpur Sahib is situated at Rupnagar district (Ropar) of
Punjab.

• It is commonly known as the 'holy City of Bliss' which is
one of the most important sacred places for Sikhs.

National
Smart Cities Mission & AMRUT for 500 Cities Approved by
Union Cabinet
Union Cabinet approved Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and

Urban Transformation AMRUT Mission.
• (AMRUT) is targeted for five hundred cities with an outlay

of 50000 crore rupees over the next 5 years (2015-16 to 2019-
20).

• Besides, the cabinet conjointly approved the Smart Cities
Mission with an outlay of 48000 crore rupees.

• The two missions have same objectives of meeting the
challenges of growing urbanisation within the country in a
sustainable manner as well as ensuring the advantages of
urban development to the poor through increased access
to urban spaces and enhanced employment opportunities.
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• Under this Mission, States get the flexibility of designing
schemes based on the wants of identified cities and in their
execution and monitoring.

• Further in a important departure from Jawaharlal Nehru
National urban renewal Mission (JNNURM), currently the
states will only submit State Annual Action Plans (SAAPs)
to the Union for broad concurrence based on which funds
will be released under JNNURM, Union Government used
to appraise even individual projects.

• 50000 crore rupees will be spent under the mission over
next 5 years.

• Smart Cities Mission focuses on a select larger urban areas
but the AMRUT mission is intended to improve
infrastructure in small cities having population of 1 lakh
and above and cities of special importance only.

President Signed Ordinance to Amend Citizenship Act, 1955
• President Pranab Mukherjee signed the Ordinance that

amends’ Citizenship Act, 1955.
• The ordinance provides life-long Indian visa facility to

Person of Indian Origin (PIO) and exempts them from
appearing before the local police station on every visit.
The ordinance was promulgated after the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2014 was not passed in either House of
Parliament during the winter session of Parliament in
December 2014.

• It was introduced in Lok Sabha on 23 December, 2014.
• It relaxes the requirement of 12 months in cases related to

citizenship by registration and naturalisation.
• Instead  it  allows  for  breaks  up  to  30  days  if  the  Union

government is satisfied that special circumstances exist,
and has recorded them in writing.

• This ordinance was the ninth ordinance promulgated by
Narendra Modi-led government since it came to power in
May 2014.

Jan Dhan Yojna in Guinness World
Records
• Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (PMJDY) made it to

Guinness Book of World Records.
• Indian Banks opened 11.50 crore accounts under the

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana in a short span of five
months.

• Out of the total account opened, 5.68 crore accounts
belonged to male and 5.82 crore account belonged to
females.

• 6.84 crore accounts were opened in rural areas which is
59.49%  of the total accounts opened while in urban area
4.66 crore accounts were opened which is 40.51%.

• In August 2014, Indian Government set a target of opening
up 10 crore accounts to pass on benefits of various social
security schemes to the account holders.

• Now, Government will transfer annual subsidy of around
51029 crore rupees directly to bank accounts of 15.45 crore
beneficiaries, plugging system leakages.

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the ambitious

Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao (BBBP) campaign, which mainly
aims to improve the child sex ratio and also to save &
empower girl child.

• The scheme was launched from Haryana, which has the
lowest Child Sex Ratio in country (879 girls per 1,000 boys).

• The national child sex ratio is 918 girls per 1000 boys.
• The scheme will be implemented in 100 districts of the

country and the Ministry of Women and Child Development
is the nodal agency for the implementation of the scheme.

Planning Commission Renamed as NITI Aayog
• Government of India has renamed Planning commission as

National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog.
• The renaming of the Planning Commission is being seen as

the first step towards replacing it with a new-age institution.
• NITI Aayog will serve as a ‘Think Tank’ of the government.
• It will also provide governments at the central and state

levels with relevant strategic and technical advice across
the spectrum of key elements of policy formulation.

• The Aayog seeks to end “slow and tardy” implementation
of policy, by fostering better Inter-Ministry coordination
and better Centre-State coordination.

• The original Planning Commission was set up in March,
1950 through a Cabinet Resolution, which the Modi
Government scrapped in August 2014.

Composition
• Chairperson: Prime Minister.
• Governing Council: CM’s (States) & Lieutenant Governors

(Union Territories).
• Regional Councils: Formed on need-basis, incorporates

CM’s & Lt Governors of the region.
• Members: Full time basis.
• Part-Time Members: Max 2, Rotational, from relevant

institutions.
• Ex-officio Members: Max 4 from council of ministers,

nominated by PM.
• Special Invitees: Experts, specialists, practitioners with

domain knowledge.
• CEO: Appointed by PM for fixed tenure.
• Secretariat: If necessary.
National Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication
Programme
• The ECI (Election Commission of India) launched National

Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication Programme
(NERPAP) throughout India.

• The abbreviation of NERPAP is National Electoral Roll
Purification and Authentication Programme and it will focus
on total error-free and authenticated electoral roll.

• Through the NERPAP will be linked with Aadhar data of
UIDAI for the purpose of authentication with the help of
Electronic Privacy Information Centre (EPIC).
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119th Constitutional Amendment Bill:
• This bill is about the land boundary agreement between

India and Bangladesh. It will exchange several enclaves
which are under each other’s adverse possession. The bill
also includes the territories in Assam in addition to territories
of West Bengal, Tripura and Meghalaya.

E-Tourist Visa Scheme
• Union Government announced to extend e-Tourist Visa

scheme to 31 more countries. With the latest addition, the
total number of countries covered under the scheme will go
up to 76.

• India launched a relief and rescue Operation named
Operation Maitri in earthquake hit Nepal.

• Rajya Sabha on 28 April, 2015 passed the Regional Rural
Banks (Amendment) Bill, 2014 which seeks to amend
Regional Rural Banks (RRB) Act, 1976

• Rajya Sabha passed the Rights of Transgender Persons
Bill, 2014 by voice vote. It is the first private members bill to
be passed in Rajya Sabha in 46 years on 24 April 2015.

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2015
• Lok Sabha passed Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2015 to

amend Citizenship Act, 1955.It provides additional grounds
for registering an Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card such
as:
Minor children whose parents are Indian citizens,
spouse of an Indian citizen or OCI/ PIO cardholder subjected
to certain conditions,
great-grandchild of a person who is a citizen of another
country ,but meets one of severalconditions of Citizenship
Act, 1955
A new provision is introduced, allowing the union
government to register a person as an OCI cardholder even
if he does not satisfy any of the listed qualifications.

Land Aquisition Bill
The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement (Amendment)
Bill 2015 was passed after incorporating nineamendments
moved by governments. Important Amendments are:
Land Acquisition only for industrial corridors set up by
Government.
Ordinance did not clarify the inclusion of projects by private
players.
Land acquired for industrial corridor cannot exceed 1 km on
either side of designated rail line or road.
Court can take cognizance of offence by government
employee
Social infrastructure projects not exempt from consent clause
and social impact assessment.
No acquisition for schools and hospitals by private persons.

Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2015
· Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2015 passed gets final a

nod from Upper House. SevenYears after it was first
introduced by UPA, with the help of Congress. A bill seeking
to raise Foreign Direct

· Investment (FDI) cap in insurance sector from 26% to 49%
was approved by Rajya Sabha.

• The insurance laws (Amendment) Bill 2015 will replace the
ordinance promulgated by government last year.

• The bill makes IRDA (Insurance Regulatory Development
Authority), the sole operator to impose penalty, impose a
ceiling on expense management or fix a remuneration etc..
on insurance sector.

• The FDI limit has been increased to 49% which may lead to
inflow of $8 to $10 billion in insurance sector.

• It will also help in penetrating the insurance sector.
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2015:
· This bill amends the Mines and Minerals (Development

and Regulation) Act, 1957.
· It encourages spending of fixed percentage of revenue

generated from mining on thedevelopment of local areas;
abolition of discretionary power enjoyed by governments;
addition of a new 4th Schedule in to parent Act; allows the
union government to increase the area limits for mining,
instead of providing additional leases; new category of
mining license named, the prospecting license-cum-mining
lease introduced; mining leases for minerals shall be granted
for a period of 50 years ; on expiry of the lease, the leases
shall be put up for auction, instead of being renewed.

66A of Information Technology act Struck down by SC
· The Supreme Court scrapped Section 66A of the Information

Technology Act, terming it as unconstitutional. The
Supreme

· Court said that section 66A is vague and violative of the
fundamental right to freedom of speech.

Parliament passed bill to add some communities in SC list
· The Constitution(Scheduled Castes) Orders (Amendment)

Bill, 2015, included certain communities in Scheduled Castes
category in the statesof Haryana, Karnataka, Odisha and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

· The newly added communities are,  Kabirpanthi and Julaha
– Haryana,  Bhovi, od, odde, Vaddar, Waddar – Karnatka,
Dhoba, Dhobi, Dom, Dombo, Duria Dom, Katia, Kela, Nalua
Kela, Khadala and Turi – Odisha, Chamar – Dadra and Nagar
Haveli.

International Affairs
UK General Election 2015
• The incumbent Prime MinisterDavid Cameron’s

Conservative Party won the UK General election 2015 by
securing 331 seats in a Parliament of 650.  This win of
Conservatives with an absolute majority empowers them
that they will be able to govern without need for a coalition
with any other parties. Earlier, the country was ruled by a
coalition government of Conservatives and Liberal
Democrats.

• The United Nations Security Council adopts Resolution
2199 to combat terrorism.
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Presidential Election in Croatia
• Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic has won the Presidential election

of Croatia and she became the first woman to hold this post
in the country.

• She secured 50.5% of the vote with and her opponent Ivo
Josipovic had secured 49.5%. of the votes.

• Ms Grabar-Kitarovic belongs to Croatian Democratic Union
(HDZ), which played a major role in pushing the country
towards independence from the former Yugoslavia in 1991.

• She was a former Foreign Minister and also served as
Assistant to the NATO Secretary General.

24 Key Agreements Signed between India-China
• India and China signed a record 24 agreements in key

sectors, including in railways and education, on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s first visit to China.

• The agreements include from skill development and railways
to smart cities and education exchange programme, the
agreements are meant to enhance India’s ties with China.

13 Agreements Signed between India and Mongolia
• With the visit of Prime Minister’s visit to Mongolia, 13

agreements were signed.
• The agreements are:

Revised Air Services Agreement, Treaty on the Transfer of
Sentenced Persons, Agreement on Cooperation in the Field
of Animal Health and Dairy, MoU on Cooperation in the
Field of Traditional Systems of Medicine and Homeopathy,
Establishment of Cyber Security Training Centre in the
Ministry of Defence of Mongolia,  Establishment of India-
Mongolia Joint Friendship School in Mongolia, Programme
on Cooperation in the field of Culture for the Years 2015-
2018, Cooperation between the National Security Council
of India and Mongolia, Cooperation between the Ministry
of External Affairs of India and Mongolia, Cooperation on
development of new and renewable energy technologies,
enhancing cooperation between the border guarding forces,
MoU between the Tata Memorial Centre of India and the
National Cancer Center of Mongolia for Gifting Bhabhatron-
II Tele-therapy Unit along with a Radiotherapy Simulator,
MoU to enhance their skills and improve the training
programme in both the countries.

Pakistan and Russia agreed to hold first-ever joint military
exercises as a part of their enhanced defence cooperation
• The agreement was reached during the meet held in

Moscow between Pakistan defence minister Khawaja Asif
and his Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu.

• The two nations agreed to enhance cooperation in both
defence industry and military training

• They agreed to promote joint participation in military
exercises

• They agreed to resolve conflicts through diplomatic means
and that use of force must be discouraged and abandoned

• They reached a consensus that a multi-polar world would
ensure peace and balance in international relations

India and Canada signed nuclear agreement on supply of
Uranium
• India and Canada signed a nuclear agreement on supply of

uranium to India. The agreement was signed between Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper.

• PM Modi is on a three-day official visit to Canada, which is
the first bilateral visit by an Indian Prime Minister in 42
years.

• As part of the agreement, Canadian Cameco Corporation
will supply 7.1 million pounds of uranium concentrate to
India till 2020. The deal is worth 350 million US dollars. The
uranium will be sourced from Cameco’s operations in
northern Saskatchewan.

• The uranium agreement is part of deal that took effect in
2013 and it is of great importance to India strategically and
economically.

• At present, India is the fourth largest consumer of energy
in the world and it uses nuclear power for three percent of
its electricity. However, under the planned Energy
Revolution, India hopes to increase that number to 25
percent by 2050.

• Besides, the uranium agreement signifies a new era of
bilateral co-operation between India and Canada which
turned frosty after India first conducted the test of nuclear
bomb in 1970s leading to Canada banning exports of uranium
and nuclear hardware to India.
Further, it reflects a new level of mutual trust and confidence
between the two countries.

The News Makers
• Loretta Lynch sworn in as first black female Attorney General

of United States.
• Arvind Panagariya, eminent free-market economist has been

appointed the first Vice Chairman of the newly created
National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog
along with six members and three special invitees.

• President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Election
Commissioner Hari Shankar Brahma as the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) of India, as the current CEC V S
Sampath is getting retired on January 15, 2014. Brahma was
1975-batch IAS officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre and he
hails from Assam.

• Alur Seelin Kiran Kumar was appointed as Chairman of
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Kiran Kumar
became eighth Chairman of ISRO after succeeding K
Radhakrishnan.

• A.K. Mittal was appointed as the Chairman of Railway Board.
He succeeded Arunendra Kumar.

• Subrahmanyam Jaishankar assumed charge as the 30th
Foreign Secretary of India, replacing Sujatha Singh.

• Eminent scientist Hanumanthu Purushotham has been
appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director of
National Research Development Corporation (NRDC).
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• Raja Rajeswari recently became the first India-born woman
to be sworn-in as the criminal court judge of the New York
City.

• Union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani
has been named as Young Global Leader from India by the
World Economic Forum.

• Mufti Mohammed Sayeed of People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) sworn in as the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir
for the second time. The PDP has collaborated with Bharatiya
Janata Party to form a new coalition government. Nirmal
Singh of BJP, sworn in as the new Deputy Chief Minister of
the state.

Ecology and Environment
The Periyar Tiger Reserve in Kerala
• It has been awarded with National Tiger Conservation

Authority (NTCA) award for encouraging local public
participation in managing the reserve. More than 75
communities are living around the reserve, which includes
tribal people, who are dependent on Government’s eco-
development programmes.

Nepal Earthquake Shrunk Mt. Everest
• The earthquake that has rocked Nepal not only killed

thousands but may have also shrunk the height of the
world’s tallest peak — Mount Everest — by about 2.5 cm,
according to analysis of satellite data.

• The first good view of the aftermath of Nepal’s deadly
earthquake from a satellite showed that a broad swath of
ground near Kathmandu lifted vertically, by about 1 metre,
which could explain why damage in the city was so severe.

• The devastating 7.9-magnitude earthquake that struck
Nepal on April 25 has claimed over 7,500 lives and injured
another 16,390 people.

• A total of 2,79,234 houses have been completely damaged
and 2,37,068 partially damaged due to the quake.

First Elephant Sanctuary in India
• India’s first elephant sanctuary would soon come up in a

fenced forested space at Bengaluru as an extension
ofBannerghatta National Park.

• Elephants will be roaming freely in a fenced, forested land
rather than be chained in place.

• The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
India and the Bannerghatta Biological Park in Karnataka,
have teamed up to create the 49.5-hectare sanctuary using
the solar electric fence.

• It is designed by PETA India consultant and elephant expert
Carol Buckley.

Nirmal Ganga Sahbhagita Programme
• For achieving the objective of Clean Ganga the Union Govt.

has launched ‘Nirmal Ganga Sahbhagita’ a sustainable
initiative with Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) located on the
banks of the river Ganga.

• The initiative aims at sensitizing the ULBs about the
pollution in river Ganga arising primarily due to dumping of

solid waste in the river/nallas and to involve them in a long
term engagement in stoppage of the solid waste flow from
nallas/drains to the river.

• National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is the
implementation wing of National Ganga River Basin
Authority (NGRBA).

Sports
• India was crowned champions at the 22nd President’s Cup

Open International Boxing Tournament on 27 April, 2015.
• Lin Dan of China won the men`s title at Badminton Asia

Championships 2015 held in the central city of Wuhan, China
on 26 April 2015

• Railways won the 5th Senior Men’s National Hockey
Championship 2015

• Wladimir Klitschko of Ukraine successfully defended his
World Heavyweight Boxing Title for the 18th time in a row.

Pankaj Advani wins 7th National Billiards
• India’s star cueist and 12-time world champion, Pankaj

Advani lifted his seventh national billiards title by defeating
Dhruv Sitwala at the National Billiards Championship.

• On September 2014, Pankaj Advani announced his retirement
from Snooker and decided to focus on Billiards.

Saina Nehwal wins Syed Modi Grand Prix Gold Championship
• Saina Nehwal defeated world champion Carolina Marin of

Spain and retained the women’s singles title at Syed Modi
Grand Prix Gold championship held at Lucknow.

• The Championship was named after eight-time National
Badminton champion Syed Modi.

6th Australian Open Single Women’s Title
• Serena Williams won her 19th Grand Slam title, continued

her unbeaten run in six Australian Open finals and extended
her decade-long domination of Maria Sharapova with a
commanding win.

• She never lost the title when she enter into semifinal and
won the title after 4 years long gap.

• The 33-year-old Williams became the oldest winner of the
Australian women’s title in the Open era and moved into
outright second place on the list of major winners in the
Open era, behind only Steffi Graf’s 22.

Saina Nehwal becomes First Indian Woman to be World Number
One
• India’s star shuttle Saina Nehwal became the first Indian

women to World no. 1 after defeating her Japanese
opponent Yui Hashimoto in the India Open Super series
semifinal match inNew Delhi.

• Saina is the second Indianplayer to reach world number
one after legendary Prakash Padukone.

Science and Technology
• Microsoft recently named its next Web Browser as – Edge.
• Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 28 April 2015

successfully tested an indigenous cryogenic engine CE-20
at Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu

• NASA on 30 April, 2015 ended the operations of
MESSENGER Mission to planet Mercury.



25

http://www.dishapublication.com/entrance-exams-books/general-knowledge-books.html

Russia’s Space Supply Ship to Fall to Earth
• According to Russia an unmanned supply ship set for the

International Space Station will fall back to Earth, after it
suffered a communications failure. The progress supply
ship is expected to “end its existence on May 8” between
12.45 a.m. and 06.36 a.m., Moscow time (3.15 a.m. — 9:06
a.m. India time)”.

• The space ship will completely burn up in the layers of the
atmosphere and only a few small parts could reach our
planet.

India’s Largest Solar Plant in Rajasthan
• The Rajasthan Government’s Rajasthan Renewable Energy

Corporation and Adani Enterprises Ltd. have signed a
memorandum of understanding for developing solar parks
with a capacity of 10,000 MW in the next ten years.

• Of these, solar parks of 5,000 MW capacity will be developed
in the next five years.

• The cost of the entire project is estimated to be the range
ofRs.80, 000-90,000 crore. This will be the largest solar plant
in India.

• It is estimated that the solar park will produce clean and
green energy of about 16,644 million units, furthering India’s
goals for clean, renewable energy independence.

NASA’s Hubble Telescope finds ocean on Jupiter’s Moon
Ganymede
• A massive saltwater ocean under the icy crust of Jupiter

was found on Jupiter’s moon Ganymede. Scientists believe
that this finding could potentially support life.

Banking and Finance
• RBI cut its benchmark rate by 25 basis points to 7.75 per

cent. RBI’s growth estimate for 2014-15 is 5.5 per cent.
• Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs on 1st May, 2015

launched Form INC -29 to make the process of establishing
new companies smoother for entrepreneurs.

India’s FDI Increased by 26% in 2014
• According to (UNCTAD), the FDI flows to Indiaincreased

by 26% in 2014 to an estimated US$ 35 billion, with maximum
growth in services sector especially in electricity, gas, water,
waste management and information and communication.

• The report points out that the Global Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) inflows declined by 8% in 2014 to an
estimated 1.26 trillion US dollars due to the fragility of the
global economy, political uncertainty and geopolitical risks.

Five sick Public Sector Undertakings Closed down
• Government has decided to close the 5 sickPublic Sector

Undertakings that include HMT and its three units, and
Hindustan Shipyard.

• He also added that the employees, who are working in these
PSUs will be provided with good VRS package. Government
has listed a total of 65 sick PSUs in India.

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
• The Union Cabinet of India approved the Pradhan Mantri

Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), which will be implemented

by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
through the National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC). The total fund allocated for PMKVY is Rs. 1500
Crores.

Ru-Pay pre-paid Debit Card Launched by Indian Railways
• Railway passengers can now book their tickets,do shopping

and pay service bills using RuPay pre-paid cards.
• Ru-Pay is India’s own card gateway network like Visa and

Master Card, and provides an alternative system for banks
to provide a debit card service.

Macau and Hong Kong Citizens Barred from Buying property
in India by RBI

The Reserve Bank of India has barred Macau and Hong
Kong, the two special administrative regions of China, from
acquiring or transferring immovable properties in India.

• The countries which are previously barred from acquiring
or transferring immovable properties in India without
permission from the RBI under the Foreign Exchange
Management (Acquisition and Transfer ofimmovable
property in India) Regulations, 2000 are– Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, China, Iran, Nepal,
Bhutan.

IAG to Raise Stake in Indian Joint Venture with SBI to 49%
• Insurance Australia Group Ltd (IAG) has raised its stake in

SBI General Insurance, a joint venturewith the State Bank
of India, from 26% to 49%.

• The Parliament’s clearing of the Insurance Bill paved the
way.Now the SBI will dilute its stake in SBI General Insurance
from 76 percent to 51percent.

Modi Formalised Inflation Target with RBI
• The biggest change in the Monetary Policy of India since

the 1991 Financial Reforms took place when with the signing
of monetary policy agreement between the Govt. and RBI.

• This will fix a target for consumer price inflation of 4% for
the 2016/17 fiscal year. As per the agreement, the RBI will
aim to bring retail inflation below 6 percent by January 2016.

Defence and Security
• Theera Veeta security exercise was conducted by Indian

Coast Guard (ICG) from 28 April to 29 April, 2015 in the
Arabian Sea.

• Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Project was launched in 1983
and after 32 years, the first indigenously designed and built
Tejas LCA was handed over to the Indian Air Force. The
Tejas LCAs are designed for air to air, air to ground, and air
to sea combat roles. The entire work was carried by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
& Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

ASTRA Successfully test-fired from Sukhoi-30 MKI Fighter
Aircraft

The Indian Air to Air missile, ASTRA has been successfully
test fired from a Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter aircraft.The
indigenously developed Missile is of Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) category. It can operate in all weather conditions. It
can engage and destroy enemy aircraft at supersonic speed.
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Art and Literature
· The Book titled “China – Confucius in the Shadows” which

was released by the Vice President M. Hamid Ansari on 1st
May, 2015 is written by Poonam Surie.

· Veerappa Moily Chosen for Saraswati Samman AwardFormer
congress Minister, Veerappa Moily has been chosen for
the prestigious Saraswati Samman 2014 forhis literary work
Ramayana Mahanveshanam, which was released in 2007
and has been translated to English, Telgu, and Hindi. The
Saraswati Samman comprises a prize amount of 5 Lakh
Rupees and honour. The five volumes explore the Ramrajaya
in the modern context.

Awards and Honours
Former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee conferred with Bharat Ratna
· President Pranab Mukherjee has presented India’s highest

civilian award, Bharat Ratna toformer Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

· He is the seventh prime minister to receive the award after
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, Morarji Desai,
Lal Bahadur Shastri and Gulzarilal Nanda.

· During his tenure, he is credited with taking bold initiatives,
notable among them being the historic bus journey to Lahore
in 1999 when he signed the landmark Lahore Declaration
with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif with both sides pledging
to push for peace and security.

Madan Mohan Malviya conferred with Bharat Ratna
· Veteran freedom fighter and educationist Madan Mohan

Malviya was conferred with Bharat Ratna(posthumously),
highest civilian award of the country.

· The Freedom fighter and educationistPandit Malaviya was
born on 25 December, 1861 in Allahabad.

· He studied at Calcutta University and became a school
teacher. Later he also practiced as a lawyer and even a
newspaper editor.

· He was the founder of Banaras Hindu University (BHU)
and Hindu Mahasabha.

Yashwant Sinha, the former finance minister was conferred with
the Officier de la Légion d’Honneur (Officer of the Legion of
Honour)
• The former finance minister was confused with the award

by French government in recognition of his valuable
contribution to thought on international issues on 25 April,
2015.

Sangeets Bhatia won Heinz Award
• Sangeeta Bhatia the Indian-origin scientist at the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) won the
prestigious 2015 Heinz Award in the Technology, the
Economy, and Employment category on 26th, April.

Balbir Singh Awarded with Dhyan Chand Award
• Veteran hockey player Balbir Singh Senior was awarded

Major Dhyan Chand Lifetime Achievement Award by
Hockey India.

• In his hockey career, Balbir Singh Senior had represented
Indian team in three Olympics games including London
Olympics (1948), Helsinki Olympics (1952) and Melbourne
Olympics (1956). In all three Olympics the team had won the
gold medal.

• He was captain of Indian team during Melbourne Olympics.
His record of most goals (five) in an Olympic final in 1952
still remains unbeaten and he also figures in the list of 16
iconic Olympians of all-time.

Shashi Kapoor conferred with Dada Sheb Phalke Award
• Actor, Shashi Kapoor, has been chosen for Dadasaheb

Phalke Award for 2014.
• He will be the 46th winner of this highly celebrated award.
• The Dada Saheb Phalke Award is the highest award in Indian

cinema.
ISRO’s Mom Team Wins the 2015 Space Pioneer Award
• Mars Orbiter Mission (MoM) or Mangalyaan Team has

won the United States based 2015 Space Pioneer Award in
the science and engineering category.

• The award is given by National Space Society (NSS), an
educational and scientific group.

• According to NSS India achieved two milestones:
• An Indian spacecraft that has entered the Mars orbit on the

very first attempt and that no other country has ever done
this

• The spacecraft is in an elliptical orbit with a high apoapsis,
and also it has a high resolution camera capable of taking
full-disk colour imagery of Mars.

Raghuram Rajan Received Governor of the Year Award for 2015
• RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan received the Governor of

the Year Award for 2015.
• The award recognises the Governor of a Central Bank who

has demonstrated strong leadership during the period under
review.

• Rajan was awarded for his disciplined and focused approach
to tackling macroeconomic instability.

Vyas Samman Award 2014
• Renowned Hindi writer Kamal Kishore Goyanka has been

selected for the prestigious Vyas Samman Award for his
book ‘Premchand Kee Kahaniyo kaa Kaalkramanusar
Adhyayan’, a chronological study of short stories of
Premchand, one of the foremost Hindi writers.

• The Vyas Samman Award is an annual award instituted by
the K K Birla Foundation.

Sahitya Akademi Award to Prabhu Nath Dwivedi
• Sanskrit scholar Prabhu Nath Dwivedi has been conferred

with the esteemed Sahitya Akademi Award for Sanskrit, 2014.
• He was awarded for his work Kanakalochanaha, a collection

of 16 short-stories based on various social issues.
• His name was selected by a three-member jury of the Sahitya

Akademi.
• The award will be presented to him in March 2015 during

the Festival of Letters that will be organised by the Sahitya
Akademi in New Delhi.
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• Sahitya Akademi Award is conferred every year on writers
who have shown outstanding works in one of the twenty-
four major Indian languages.

Padma Awards 2015
The list of 2015 comprises 9 Padma Vibhushan, 20 Padma
Bhushan and 75 Padma Shri Awardees. Among these
awardees 17 are women and equal number are in category
of foreigners, NRIs, PIOs. While, 4 are posthumous
awardees.

S. No. Name of the Awardee Discipline State/Domicile
1 Shri L. K. Advani Public Affairs Gujarat
2 Shri Amitabh Bachchan Art Maharashtra
3 Shri Prakash Singh Badal Public Affairs Punjab
4 Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade Social Work Karnataka

5
Shri MohammadYusuf Khan alias Dilip 
Kumar

Art Maharashtra

6
Shri Jagadguru Ramanandacharya 
Swami Rambhadracharya

Others Uttar Pradesh

7 Prof. Malur Ramaswamy Srinivasan Science and Engineering  Tamil Nadu
8 Shri Kottayan K. Venugopal Public Affairs Delhi

9
Shri Karim Al Hussaini Aga Khan 
(Foreigner)

Trade and Industry France/UK

Padma Vibhushan

Jnanpith Award
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred the 50th Jnanpith

Award on eminent Marathi litterateur Bhalchandra Nemade
on 26 April, 2015.

Pandit Dinanath Mangeshkar Award 2015
• Anil Kapoor the Bollywood actor was conferred with the

prestigious Pandit Dinanath Mangeshkar Award 2015
Khushwant Singh Memorial Price
• Poet Arundhathi Subramaniam won the inaugural

Khushwant Singh Memorial Prize for Poetry for her work

When God is a Traveller.   Arundhathi’s When God is a
Traveller was the Poetry Book Society Winter Choice and
was shortlisted for the prestigious TS Eliot Prize.

DSC Award
• The Indian American writer Jhumpa Lahiri has won the Asia’s

richest literary prize- $50,000 DSC award for south Asian
fiction, for her novel, The Lowland, which pivots around
the Naxalite uprisings of the 1960s. She was the recipient of
Pulitzer Prize 2000.


